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Week Ending Friday, February 6, 1998 


Remarks Honoring the 1997 Stanley 
Cup Champion Detroit Red Wings 


January 30, 1998 


The President. Commissioner Bettman, 
Coach Bowman. To Denise Ilitch-Lites and 
all the members of the Ilitch family, please 
tell Mike and Marian we're thinking about 
them. Senator Abraham, Congressman and 
Mrs. Dingell, thank you so much for being 
here. Congressman Kildee, Congressman 
Knollenberg, Congressman Levin, Congress- 
man Stupak, former Senator Reigle, former 
Governor Blanchard. And to the very proud 
mayor of Detroit, Mayor Archer. 

Teddy Roosevelt became famous for many 
things, but one of them was his great saying, 
“Speak softly and carry a big stick”—advice 
the Red Wings have taken literally. [Laugh- 
ter] No one has to remind anyone else that 
you are the Stanley Cup champion. You 
didn’t just win the Stanley Cup, you swept 
a strong Flyers team in four games after fin- 
ishing with the best record in the league. 
Your coach’s name is engraved on the cup 
so many times, I’m surprised it’s not called 
the Stanley Bowman Cup now. [Laughter] 

But it’s the first Stanley Cup for your cap- 
tain, Steve Yzerman. Steve, you and your 
teammates proved that the Red Wings were 
the best hockey team in the world. And now 
all of your games will be engraved forever 
on this historic cup. 

There’s one member of this team I espe- 
cially want to mention, because I know how 
much Vladimir Konstantinov means to every- 
one here. And I just met him, and I’m 
thrilled that he’s here. Thank you, Vladimir. 
[Applause] Thank you. 

Vladi, we know how hard you are working, 
and how far you have come since your acci- 
dent last summer. You are showing every day 
that you have the heart of a champion, and 
you're showing even greater courage off the 
ice. 


When I met Vladi in there a few minutes 
ago, I reminded him that I am term-limited 
in my present position, and I asked him to 
take a picture with me. I said, you know, you 
can’t ever tell, I might want to run for office 
in Russia some day. [Laughter] So he agreed 
to do it. I expect it to be in the papers in 
Moscow any day—{laughter|—and I expect 
my popularity to soar as a result of it. [Laugh- 
ter] And we thank him so much. 

I also want to say, I know we’re all thinkin 
about Sergei Mnatsakanov. Our thoughts a 
prayers are with him and with his family. 

Now let me thank the entire team for let- 
ting us borrow the Cup to display here at 
the White House. You've earned it, and I 
don’t expect you to give it up without a fight. 
So congratulations on your victory, and good 
luck in 1998. 

Thank you. And now I'd like to introduce 
Senator Levin. Thank you very much. 


[At this point, Senator Carl Levin and Denise 
llitch-Lites made brief remarks, followed by 
Coach Scotty Bowman, who made brief re- 
marks and presented the President with a 
miniature Stanley Cup replica with the Presi- 
dent’s name engraved on it.| 


The President. Oh, thank you. [Inaudible] 


[At this point, Steve Yzerman made brief re- 
marks and presented the President with a 
personalized Red Wings jersey.] 


The President. Oh, isn’t it great? [Ap- 
plause| Thank you. Thank you so much. Bless 
you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 5:16 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gary Bettman, commissioner, Na- 
tional Hockey League; Red Wings owners Mike 
and Marian Ilitch, and their children, Denise 
llitch-Lites, Ronald Hitch, and Lisa Ilitch-Murray; 
Debbie Dingell, wife of Representative John D. 
Dingell; former Governor James J. Blanchard of 
Michigan; Mayor Dennis W. Archer of Detroit; 
and Red Wings defenseman Vladimir 
Konstantinov and team masseur Sergei 
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Mnatsakanov, both of whom were seriously in- 
jured in an automobile accident a few days after 
the Stanley Cup finals in June 1997. This item 
was not received in time for publication in the 
appropriate issue. 


Memorandum on Enhancing 
Education Through Technology 


Janua ry 30, 1998 


Memorandum for the Heads of Executive 
Departments and Agencies 


Subject: Enhancing Learning and Education 
Through Technology 


The Federal Government continually in- 
vests in training its employees. Federal agen- 
cies have an obligation to provide the best 
training for their employees at the lowest 
possible cost. Federal agency training pro- 
grams should be model users of new tech- 
nologies to enhance learning. Many agencies 
are already improving training by using new 
technology effectively, but more can be 
New instructional technologies can 
also make education, at work and at home, 
easier and more convenient for all American 
workers. Federal programs that provide fi- 
nancial support for lifelong learning should 
adapt to the new opportunities technology 
provides. A Federal Government-wide effort 
is needed to explore how Federal programs 
and initiatives can better support the use of 
technologies for lifelong learning. Therefore, 
I hereby direct as follows: 

1. The National Economic Council (NEC), 
in consultation with the Chief Information 
Officers Council (CIOC) as established by 
Executive Order 13011 of July 16, 1996, the 
Office of Personnel Management (OPM), 
and the Office of Science and Technology 
Policy (OSTP), shall investigate how to make 
full use of emerging technologies to improve 
the cost-effectiveness and the quality of Fed- 
eral training programs. Specifically, I direct 
that within 6 months from the date of this 
memorandum the NEC, in consultation with 
CIOC, OPM, and OSTP, provide me a plan 
identifying areas in which technology-en- 
hanced training and learning may com- 
plement conventional Federal training and 
learning. The plan should describe how the 
agencies, when feasible and appropriate, will: 


done. 
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(a) make full use of best commercial 
practices when purchasing instruc- 
tional software; 

(b) work with businesses, universities, 
and other appropriate entities to fos- 
ter a competitive market for elec- 
tronic instruction; 
develop a model technical approach 
to facilitate electronic instruction 
building on existing agency efforts, 
such as the Advanced Distributed 
Learning Initiative Partnership; and 
develop and support a program of re- 
search that will accelerate the devel- 
opment and adoption of new instruc- 
tional technologies. 

2. The Secretary of Education and the Sec- 
retary of Labor shall work together to pro- 
mote adoption of the best new ways of using 
technology to enhance training and edu- 
cation in programs that provide Federal sup- 
port for education and training. 

3. The NEC, in coordination with the Of- 
fice of Management and Budget, the OSTP, 
and other appropriate Federal Government 
entities, shall develop a national strategy to 
promote high-quality education and training 
opportunities that can be offered in a manner 
that is efficient, affordable, and convenient. 
Industry, universities, labor unions, and other 
stakeholders should be consulted in the de- 
velopment of the strategy. The strategy shall 
be completed within 6 months of the date 
of this memorandum. 


William J. Clinton 


NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub- 
lication in the appropriate issue. 


Memorandum on Renewal of the 
China-United States Trade 
Agreement 

January 30, 1998 


Presidential Determination No. 98-13 


Memorandum for the United States Trade 
Representative 


Subject: Renewal of Trade Agreement with 
the People’s Republic of China 


Pursuant to my authority under subsection 
405(b)(1)(B) of the Trade Act of 1974 (19 
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U.S.C. 2435(b)(1)(B)), I have determined 
that actual or foreseeable reductions in 
United States tariffs and nontariff barriers to 
trade resulting from multilateral negotiations 
are being satisfactorily reciprocated by the 
People’s Republic of China. I have further 
found that a satisfactory balance of conces- 
sions in trade and services has been main- 
tained during the life of the Agreement on 
Trade Relations between the United States 


of America and the People’s Republic of 


China. 
You are authorized and directed to publish 
this determination in the Federal Register. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Reg- 
ister, 11:36 a.m., February 3, 1998] 


NoTE: This memorandum was published in the 
Federal Register on February 4. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro- 
priate issue. 


The President’s Radio Address 
January 31, 1998 


Good morning. Today I'd like to talk to 
you about one of the ways we are strengthen- 
ing our Nation for the 2\st century: our bold 
new efforts to deal with the challenge of 


global climate change through the force of 


the market and the power of American inno- 
vation. 

The world’s leading climate scientists have 
concluded, unequivocally, that if we don’t re- 
duce the emissions of greenhouse gases into 
the atmosphere all across the Earth, then the 
temperature of the Earth will heat up, seas 
will rise, and increasingly severe floods and 
droughts will occur, disrupting life in low 
coastal areas, disrupting agricultural produc- 
tion, and causing other difficulties for the 
generations of the 21st century. Fortunately, 
we can avert these dangers and do it while 
keeping our economy going strong. 

This past December, America led the 
world to reach a historic agreement commit- 
ting nations to re ~duce greenhouse g gas emis- 
sions through market forces, new technology 
and energy efficiency. We can do some 
things right here, right now, to show that 
America is doing its part. In my State of the 


Union Address, I called for an unprece- 
dented commitment of $6 billion for re- 
search and tax incentives to mobilize cutting- 
edge technology in the fight against global 
warming. I'd like to explain just what that 
means to you. 

First, we want to help bring down the 
price of high-efficiency cars for every Amer- 
ican. Earlier this month, Ford, GM, and 
Chrysler unveiled prototypes of advanced- 
technology cars that get more than twice the 
mileage of today’s models with no sacrifice 
in comfort, safety, or performance. When 
cars like these begin to enter the showrooms 
in the year 2000, we'll give everyone who 
buys one a $3,000 tax credit to apply to every 
size car. When these cars become even more 
efficient, we'll increase the tax credit to 
$4,000. We’re committed to making it not 
only wiser but actually cheaper to buy highly 
efficient cars. 

Second, we'll help you turn your home into 
a model of energy efficiency. We'll offer tax 
credits that will give you a discount of 20 
percent off the cost of energy-saving water 
heaters and air conditioners. And we'll also 
offer a tax credit—worth up to $2,000—to 
help you put solar panels on your roof or 
to help you buy an energy-efficient home in 
the first place 

Third, we will accelerate research on 
clean, renewable energy and energy-saving 
technologies. We'll help to develop energy- 
efficient lighting, refrigerators, and other ap- 
pliances that will mean lower monthly bills 
for you and reduced greenhouse gas emis- 
sions. And we will work with industry to cut 
their energy use so that they can also protect 
the environment while enhancing the bottom 
line. 

Whenever we act to heal our environment, 
some always question whether it will hurt our 
economy. But today, our economy is the 
strongest in a generation and our environ- 
ment, the cleanest in a generation. Whether 
the problem has been acid rain, deadly pes- 
ticides, polluted rivers, or the ozone hole, the 
ingenuity of the American people has always 
proved to carry the day—and we'll do it once 
again. Working together, we will overcome 
the challenge of global climate change and 
create new avenues of growth for our econ- 
omy. And, most important, we'll honor our 
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deepest responsibility to pass on this home, 

without harm, to our children, our grand- 

children, and generations yet to come. 
Thanks for ning 


Note: The address was recorded at 4:40 p.m. on 
January 30 in the Roosevelt Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 31. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
the Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act 

January 31, 1998 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

Consistent with section 6001(a) of the Re- 
source Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA) (the “Act’’), as amended, 42 U.S.C. 
6961(a), notification is hereby given that on 
September 26, 1997, I issued Presidential 
Determination No. 97-35 (copy attached) 
and thereby exercised the authority to grant 
certain exemptions under section 6001(a) of 
the Act. 

Presidential Determination No. 97-35 ex- 
empted the United States Air Force’s operat- 
ing location near Groom Lake, Nevada, from 
any Federal, State, interstate, or local hazard- 
ous or solid waste laws that might require 
the disclosure of classified information con- 
cerning that operating location to unauthor- 
ized persons. Information concerning activi- 
ties at the operating location near Groom 
Lake has been properly determined to be 
classified, and its disclosure would be harm- 
ful to national security. Continued protection 
of this information is, therefore, in the para- 
mount interest of the United States. 

The Determination was not intended to 
imply that in the absence of a Presidential 
exemption RCRA or any other provision of 
law permits or requires the disclosure of clas- 
sified information to unauthorized persons, 
but rather to eliminate any potential uncer- 
tainty arising from a district court decision 
in pending litigation, Kasza v. Browner (D. 
Nev. CV-S-94-795-PMP), the relevant ap- 
peal which, was subsequently dismissed as 
moot (9th Cir. Nos. 96-15535 and 96-15537; 
decided January 8, 1998). The Determina- 
tion also was not intended to limit the appli- 
cability or enforcement of any requirement 
of law applicable to the Air Force’s operating 
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location near Groom Lake except those pro- 
visions, if any, that would require the disclo- 
sure of classified information. 

Sincerely, 


William J. Clinton 


NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging- 
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This 
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec- 
retary on February 2. 


Remarks on Submitting the 1999 
Federal Budget 


February 2, 1998 


Thank you very much for that warm wel- 
come. Good morning. Thank you, Mr. Vice 
President, Mr. Bowles, members of our eco- 
nomic team, members of the Cabinet, and 
administration. And I thank the large num- 
bers—large number of Members of Congress 
who have come here today, and others, all 
of you here, for the submission of the first 
balanced budget in 30 years, one that will 
truly strengthen our Nation for the 21st cen- 
tury. 

This budget marks the end of an era, an 
end to decades of deficits that have shackled 
our economy, paralyzed our politics, and held 
our people back. It can mark the beginning 
of a new era of opportunity for a new “Amer- 
ican Century.” 

Consider what has been achieved in so 
short a time. In the 12 years before I took 
office, trickle-down economics led to an ex- 
plosion in the Federal deficit which quad- 
rupled our national debt in only 12 years. 
Government deficits soaked up trillions of 
dollars in capital that should have been used 
for productive investment. Massive deficits 
led to high interest rates that slowed growth. 
And massive deficits also paralyzed the Con- 
gress in their attempts to invest in our future, 
as we spent more and more and more of the 
taxpayers’ dollars just to pay interest on the 
debt we had run up. 

The new economy was being held back by 
old political ideas and arrangements. The 
deficit was more than an economic reality; 
it was a powerful symbol that Government 
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had simply failed to meet its most basic obli- 
gations. And doing something about the defi- 
cit was one of the reasons I ran for President 
in 1992. 

The day I took office, the deficit was pro- 
jected to be about $300 billion for that year. 
For 5 years, beginning in 1993, as the Vice 
President said, the Congress and the Amer- 
ican people have worked tirelessly to put our 
economic house in order; we have worked 
hard here to put our fiscal house in order. 
The Government is the smallest it’s been in 
35 years. And deficit reduction has given us 
lower interest rates, higher investment, and, 
I might add, lower unemployment, more tax- 
payers, and more funds to invest in America’s 
future. 

That is the gamble we took in 1993—a 
gamble now that I thought was not such a 
gamble at all. But it did, as the Vice President 

said, cost several Members of Congress their 

jobs. Wherever they are today—wherever 
they are—I hope they know and remember 
that we passed that budget in ’93 by one vote 
in the Senate and by one vote in the House; 
we did not have a vote to spare. And every- 
body that stood up, and especially those who 
lost their seats, can know they gave 14 million 
Americans jobs that would not have been 
there otherwise and a brighter future for all 
the American people, and I’m very grateful 
for that. 

I also want to point out, as the Vice Presi- 
dent did, that the job to be finished and to 
eliminate the structural deficit came with the 
balanced budget agreement last year. And we 
should applaud all those in both parties who 
were part of that. Because it will not only 
enable us to achieve a balanced budget, it 
will enable us to maintain a balanced budget 
long into the future if we stay with the dis- 
ciplined framework that was embraced last 
year by very large majorities in both Houses 
of both parties. And that is very important. 
It’s one thing to get the deficit down, another 
thing to hold it there. And that balanced 
budget agreement will not only go from a 
much smaller deficit down to balance, but 
also will hold it there if we stay with the dis- 
cipline. We have not done all this work to 
let it go. 

Now, I believe if we will stay with the plan, 
we can balance the budget without further 
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cuts. Indeed, the balanced budget I submit- 
ted shows we can balance the budget and 
still hire 100,000 new teachers and modern- 
ize 5,000 schools. We can balance the budget 
and allow hundreds of thousands of middle- 
aged Americans who have no health insur- 
ance through no fault of their own to buy 
into Medicare. We can balance the budget 
and still extend child care to a million more 
children. And above all, we can balance the 
budget and save Social Security first. 

In other words, it is obvious that you can 
have a smaller Government but a more pro- 
gressive one that gives you a stronger Amer- 
ica. We've done more than simply balance 
the budget, more than just line up numbers 
on a ledger. We have restored the balance 
of values in our policy, restored the balance 
of confidence between Government and the 
public. Now, we'll have a balanced budget 
not only next year but as far as the eye can 
see. 

We have to use this opportunity to build 
a stronger America. And let’s just talk about 
that. First and foremost, we project that the 
budget will not only balance, it will actually 
run a surplus of $9.5 billion next year and 
over $200 billion over the next 5 years—fully 
$1 trillion over the next 10 years. This budget 
reserves that surplus—I want to say it 
again—this budget reserves that surplus, sav- 
ing it until we have taken the steps necessary 
to strengthen Social Security into the next 
century. 

One of the reasons that balancing the 
budget has been hard is that we have insisted 
on a balanced budget that honors our values. 
Finding a way to reduce red ink without 
shrinking the circle of opportunity has been 
at the heart of our efforts. And when we 
started, most people said you couldn’t do it. 
They said there is no way to cut the rest of 
Government enough to reduce the deficit 
and increase investment in important areas. 
But that is an important achievement as well. 

Now it is most important of all that we 
balance the budget while renewing our com- 
mitment to save Social Security. When I left 
Washington last week and went to Cham- 
paign, Illinois, and La Crosse, Wisconsin, I 
was moved by the strength and depth of the 
American people’s priority for the surplus 
they created. I think they want us to save 
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Social Security first, as well. And I hope all 
of you, and Members of Congress in both 
parties, will support that. 

We have a great opportunity now to take 
action now to avert a crisis in the Social Secu- 
rity system. We have a great opportunity now 
to be able to tell all these young people who 
are shadowing their Cabinet and administra- 
tion leaders that Social Security will be there 
for them when they retire. We have a great 
opportunity, those of us in the baby boom 
generation, to tell our own children that 
when we retire and start drawing Social Se- 
curity, it isn’t going to bankrupt them to take 
care of us and undermine their ability to take 
care of their own children. We need to do 
this. We don’t need to take any shortcuts; 
we don’t need to take any short-term bene- 
fits. Before we do anything with that surplus, 
let’s save Social Security first. [Applause] 
Thank you. 

The budget continues our efforts at edu- 
cation reform. As I said, it enables us to hire 
100,000 new teachers working with States, 
to reduce class size to an average of 18 in 
the first, second, and third grades, and to 
help modernize or build 5,000 schools. It 
helps to give our parents the tools they need 
to meet their responsibilities at home and 
at work, among other things allowing people 
between the ages of 55 and 65 who lose their 
health insurance to buy into the Medicare 
program. 

It includes a breakthrough investment in 
child care through tax credits, vouchers for 
States, scholarships for care givers. It will 
help America to meet its obligations in inter- 
national leadership, meet our obligations to 
stabilize the world’s financial markets, to pay 
our dues to the United Nations, to continue 
our support of our military so that our men 
and women in uniform can continue to do 
the job for us. 

It will provide tax cuts in research and de- 
velopment to help meet the 
global climate change in a way that enables 
us to grow the economy while actually im- 
proving the environment. It continues to sup- 
port our urban empowerment strategy, 
bringing more private sector investments to 
our hardest-pressed cities and neighbor- 
hoods while continuing to put 100,000 police 


challenge of 
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officers on the streets and giving our children 
something to do after school, so mure of 
them can stay out of trouble and on a path 
to success. 

It will leave to future generations the gift 
of scientific and medical advances. The 21st 
Century Research Fund, the largest funding 
increases ever for the National Institute of 
Health, the National Science Foundation, 
and the National Cancer Institute, will speed 
the progress of biomedical breakthroughs in 
the fight against many of our deadliest dis- 
eases. 

The budget funds these initiatives by con- 
tinued cuts in Government programs, by 
closing unwarranted tax loopholes, and from 
the passage of tobacco legislation, which, as 
every passing day shows, is critically impor- 
tant to the future of our children and there- 
fore of our country. 

This budget meets the test I set out before 
Congress last week: no new spending initia- 
tives, no new tax cuts unless they can actually 
be accomplished without adding a dime to 
the deficit. For more than two centuries, 
Americans have strengthened our Nation at 
every critical moment with confidence, unity, 
a determination to meet every challenge. For 
too long, the budget deficit, a worsening 
crime wave, the seemingly unsolvable wel- 
fare difficulties—they all seemed to chal- 
lenge our innate American confidence. In the 
past 5 years, the American people have met 
these challenges and have moved to master 
them. Now we have a chance, in a period 
of peace and prosperity with renewed con- 
fidence, to build for the future. That’s what 
this balanced budget does. 

Now, it is—I am going to close my remarks 
now by asking the Vice President to give me 
a magic marker so that I can be the first per- 
son to actually certify what the budget will 
say for the coming year. Even we can do this. 
I am technologically challenged, therefore, 
we're not doing this on a computer. [Laugh- 
ter] 


Norte: The President spoke at 10:44 a.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. At the end of 
his remarks, he wrote “$0!” on a poster labeled 
“1999 Deticit.” 
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Statement on Land and Water 
Conservation Fund Acquisitions 
February 2, 1998 


Last spring, in concluding an historic bal- 
anced budget agreement with the Congress, 
one of my highest priorities was ensuring the 
funds needed to continue our efforts to pro- 
tect America’s natural treasures. With those 
funds now appropriated, I am pleased that 
today Secretaries Babbitt and Glickman are 
transmitting to Congress a list of sites that 
are particularly precious to Americans and 
deserving of our stewardship. 

Each of the 100 sites on this list represents 
an important piece of America’s natural and 
historic legacy. With these acquisitions, we 
will put the finishing touches on the re- 
nowned Appalachian Trail and secure critical 
winter range for Yellowstone’s bison and elk. 
We will rebuild salmon runs in the Pacific 
Northwest and protect an ancient caldera in 
New Mexico that is home to one of the coun- 
try’s largest elk herds. We will preserve Civil 
War battlefields where Americans fought and 
died. We will safeguard vital swaths of this 
great land literally from coast to coast. 

I am extreme ly proud of our success in 
preserving Yellowstone, the Everglades, 
Lake Tahoe, 
Utah. The budget I submit today to Con- 
gress—the first balanced budget in a g 
tion—will allow us to save 
America’s natural and historic treasures. I am 


snera- 
even 


confident that with the bipartisan support of 


Congress, we can continue not only to pro- 
tect but to restore nature’s magnificent gifts. 
Together, we can assure that future genera- 
tions know and enjoy this land in all its true 
splendor. 


Executive Order 13072—White 
House Millennium Council 
February 2, 1998 


By the authority vested as me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, and in order to 
announce the formation of a Council to rec- 
ognize national and local projects that com- 
memorate the millennium, it is hereby or- 
dered as follows: 


and the red rock canyons of 
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Section 1. Policy. The White House, the 
Department of Education, and all executive 
branch agencies shall lead the country in a 
national and educational celebration of our 
culture, democracy, and citizenry. The Fed- 
eral Government has a special responsibility 
to inspire the American people to reflect 
upon and commemorate the achievements of 
this country’s past and to celebrate the possi- 
bilities of the future. To carry forward this 
country’s great democratic tradition and en- 
rich the lives of our children and the children 
of the 21st century, the Federal Government 
shall encourage Americans to make plans to 
mark the new millennium in communities 
across America. By leading this country in 
a grand educational celebration of the past 
and future, the Federal Government has an 
unprecedented opportunity to energize and 
unite the Nation with a renewed sense of 
optimism in the accomplishments and prom- 
ise of America. 

Sec. 2. White House Millennium Council. 
(a) To enable the White House, the Depart- 
Education, and executive branch 
agencies to provide national leadership in 
this historic time, I hereby announce the for- 
mation of the White House 
Council. 

(b) The White House Millennium Council 
shall be composed of a Director, Deputy Di- 
rector, administrative staff, and a representa- 
tive from each of the following: 

(1) Department of State; 
(2) Department of the Treasury; 
(3) Department of Defense; 
(4) Department of Justice; 
(5) Department of the Interior; 
(6) Department of Agriculture; 
(7 Department of Commerce; 
Department of Labor; 
Department of Health and Human 
Services; 
) Department of Housing and Urban 
Development; 
) Department of Transportation; 
Department of Energy; 
Department of Education; 
Department of Veterans Affairs; 
Environmental Protection Agency; 
) Office of Management and Budget; 
) Small Business Administration; 
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(18) United States Information Agency; 

and 

(19) General Services Administration. 

At the Director’s discretion, the Director 
may request other agencies to be rep- 
resented on the Council. 

(c) The mission of the Council is to lead 
the country in a celebration of the new mil- 
lennium by initiating and recognizing na- 
tional and local projects that contribute in 
educational, creative, and productive ways to 
America’s commemoration of this historic 
time. To these ends, the Council shall: 

(1) Mark the 200th anniversary of the oc- 
cupancy of the White House by 
American Presidents, the 200th anni- 
versary of the establishment of the 
Federal capital city in Washington, 
D.C., and the 200th anniversary of 
the first meeting of the Congress in 
the Capitol, celebrating these events 
in the year 2000 as milestones in our 
democratic system of government; 
Plan events to recognize the history 
and past accomplishments of America 
that reflect upon the present forces 
shaping society and that encourage 
thoughtful planning for the future; 

) Produce informational and resource 
materials to educate the American 
people concerning our Nation’s past 
and to inspire thought concerning the 
future; 

Encourage communities and citizens 
to initiate and to participate in local 
projects that inspire Americans to re- 
member their past achievements, un- 
derstand the present challenges to so- 
ciety, and make concrete contribu- 
tions to the next generations of their 
families, communities, and country; 

Work with Federal agencies, the Con- 
gress, elected officials, and all citizens 
to plan activities and programs that 
will unite the American people in 
contemplation and celebration of the 
next century and the new millennium; 
Make recommendations to the Sec- 
retary of the Interior regarding the 
provision of assistance from funds 
made available for Save America’s 
Treasures in the Historic Preservation 
Fund to public and private entities 
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that are protecting America’s threat- 
ened cultural treasures. These treas- 
ures include significant documents, 
works of art, maps, journals, and his- 
toric structures that document and il- 
luminate the history and culture of 
the United States; 

Encourage Federal agencies to de- 
velop programs to commemorate and 
celebrate the new millennium in ways 
consistent with their individual agen- 
cy missions and that advance a more 
unified America in the 21st century; 
Encourage Federal agencies, through 
local branches and offices, to reach 
out into communities and inspire citi- 
zens to participate in grassroots activi- 
ties and to give permanent gifts to the 
future; 

Work in partnership with private-sec- 
tor and nonprofit entities that initiate 
productive and worthwhile national 
and community-based efforts to com- 
memorate the new millennium and 
encourage citizen participation, vol- 
unteerism, and philanthropy; 
Highlight public and private millen- 
nium initiatives that promote the 
goals of the Council; and 

Cooperate with other nations that are 
planning millennium events to ex- 
pand the opportunities for inter- 
national communication and under- 
standing. 

Sec. 3. Administration. To the extent per- 
mitted by law, the heads of executive depart- 
ments and agencies shall provide such infor- 
mation and assistance as may be necessary 
for the Council to carry out its functions. 

Sec. 4. Judicial Review. This order does 
not create any right or benefit, substantive 
or procedural, enforceable at law by a party 
against the United States, its agencies, its of- 
ficers, or any other person. 


William J. Clinton 
The White House, 
February 2, 1998. 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., February 4, 1998] 


NoTE: This Executive order was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on February 3, and 
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it was published in the Federal Register on Feb- 
ruary 5. 


Remarks at Los Alamos National 
Laboratory in Los Alamos, New 
Mexico 


February 3, 1998 


Thank you so much for that warm wel- 
come. Thank you, Secretary Pejia, for being 
a truly outstanding Energy Secretary. Thank 
you, Senator Bingaman for your long friend- 
ship and your leadership. Thank you, Con- 
gressman Redmond. I really admire a guy 
who had enough guts to tell that joke. 
[Laughter] I wouldn’t do it. [Laughter] But 
you know, the nice thing about that story is 
every body knows that 13 doesn’t last forever. 
[Laughter] Unfortunately, 18 comes, and 
they’re gone, and you wish even they were 
13 again, you would take. 

Thank you, Dr. Browne, for a wonderful, 
but too brief, review of the operations here 
at Los Alamos. And we’re delighted to be 
joined today by the directors of the Sandia 
and Lawrence Livermore Labs, Dr. Paul 
Robinson and Dr. Bruce Tarter. I thank At- 
torney General Udall for being here, the 
chair of the Corporation Commissioners, Je- 
rome Block, Commissioner Serna, the tribal 
leaders, and others who have joined us. 
Thank you all. 

I am delighted to be back in New Mexico. 
We landed Air Force One this morning, and 
then I got on my helicopter to fly up here, 
and I told them to fly low so I could see 
it all. And it was a wonderful, exhilarating 
experience, as it always is when I come here. 

I want you to know that among other 
things in our budget, there is an item of par- 
ticular importance, I know, to Senator Binga- 
man, and I am sure is supported by all mem- 
bers of the New Mexico congressional dele- 
gation. Congressman Redmond and I talked 
about it a little today, but Jeff Bingaman told 
me a good while ago, in no uncertain terms, 
that we had to move forward to protect the 
magnificent Valle Grande, 100,000 unspoiled 
acres near the Santa Fe forest. And in my 
budget, there is $40 million to support this 
project to secure this land. 
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There is also other money to preserve na- 
tional monuments, national parks, and other 
invaluable cultural resources. This is a very 
unique and wonderful place. I know all of 
you understand that. And we want to be good 
partners in preserving the heritage that all 
of you cherish and are fortunate enough to 
live with. So when all the children here in 
this audience have their own grandchildren, 
it will all still be there for them. 

Los Alamos in so many ways is the place 
that forever changed the 20th century. I 
came here to talk about what we must do 
to start a chain reaction of opportunity for 
all our people in the 21st century. This week 
we took the most important step toward 
meeting that challenge when I submitted to 
Congress the first balanced budget since 
1969. Think of how long it has been: You 
heard the Beatles, “Hey Jude”; 1969 was also 
the year that Neil Armstrong first stepped 
on the Moon. Now the balanced budget of 
1999 will pave the way for America’s next 
great leap forward over the next 30 years. 

It will help keep interest rates down. It 
will free up capital to spur private investment 
in new business, in new homes, in new edu- 
cation, in research and development. And be- 
cause we are doing this the right way, there 
will be funds necessary to make the public 
investments we need to make our Nation 
stronger. In this budget we demonstrate that 
we can balance the budget and still save So- 
cial Security for the 21st century by saving 
the projected budget surplus from either tax 
cuts or new spending, both of which would 
be more popular in the short run. But we 
shouldn’t spend that surplus until we know 
for sure we have secured Social Security for 
the 21st century, so that the baby boomers 
don’t bankrupt their children when they re- 
tire. It is a moral obligation that should over- 
ride any short term consideration that any 
of us have, and I hope all of you will support 
that. 

We can balance the budget and still con- 
tinue to invest in education. We can hire 
100,000 teachers for our elementary schools 
to lower class size to 18 in the first through 
third grades, and help to repair or build 5,000 
new schools. We can open the doors of col- 
lege literally to every American with the laws 
that are on the books now by continuing to 
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fund them through the next 5 years. We can 
allow hundreds of thousands of middle-aged 
Americans who've lost their jobs and their 
health insurance to buy into the Medicare 
program without burdening the Trust Fund. 
We can extend child care to a million more 
children. And most important for you, I 
think, we can still continue to substantially 
increase our commitment to scientific re- 
search and_ technological development, 
which are key to our success in the new glob- 
al economy of the information age. 

Many of you know this, but the entire store 
of human knowledge is now doubling every 
5 years. Breakthroughs which now seem nor- 
mal, just a couple of years ago seemed impos- 
sible. In the 1980’s, scientists identified the 
gene for cystic fibrosis after 9 years of effort. 
Last year scientists located the gene that 
causes Parkinson’s Disease after 9 days of ef- 
fort. Within a decade, gene shifts will offer 
a roadmap for prevention of illness through- 
out a lifetime. And we'll discover cures for 
many of our most deadly diseases, from dia- 
betes to Alzheimer’s to AIDS. 

I have worked to increase our investments 
in research and development for the last 5 
years even as we have reduced the deficit 
by over 90 percent. And the new balanced 
budget contains the largest investment in 
science and technology in history. It includes 
a $31 billion 21st century research fund to 
significantly increase funding for the Depart- 
ment of Energy, the National Institute of 
Health, the National Science Foundation, 
and the N National Cancer Institute. 

It funds critically important initiatives in 
areas ranging from astrophysics to agricul- 
tural technology. Now, just a few minutes 
ago, 
that 2lst century technology our balanced 
budget will help to develop further. The 
supercomputers here, along with those at 
Lawrence Livermore and Sandia Labora- 
tories, are already the fastest in the world. 
They're already being used to do everything 
from pre dicting the consequences of global 
‘ warming to designing more fuel efficient en- 
gines to discovering life-saving drugs to 
cracking down on Medicare fraud. 

Let me just say, parenthetically, it is ter- 
ribly important that this environmental mis- 
sion continue, because I have a big job to 


I toured the labs here to see some of 
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do as President to convince all of you, and 
people like you all across America, that there 
really is a scientific consensus that if we don’t 
do something to slow the rate of greenhouse 
gas emissions, and in fact turn it around and 
reduce it in America and throughout the de- 
veloped world and eventually throughout the 
developing world as well, we will disrupt our 
climate in ways that are potentially disastrous 
for people all around the world sometime in 
the next century. 

And just as I saw you all clapping, because 
a lot of you—particularly those of you who 
are my age or a little younger, those of us 
who are baby boomers, we know it would 
be terribly wrong for us either to bankrupt 
the Social Security system or bankrupt our 
kids making them pay for us. We know that 
would be wrong. 

Believe me, it is just as wrong, and poten- 
tially even more devastating, for us not to 
deal now in a responsible, disciplined way 
with the problem of global climate change, 
even though our grandchildren, perhaps 
even our great grandchildren, would be the 
ones to bear the greatest consequences. 

We know now things that we couldn’t have 
ever known before because of what science 
is teaching us, and it enables us to take small 
steps now to avoid having to take huge and 
more burdensome steps later to do what is 
clearly right. So I think that it is almost im- 
possible to exaggerate the responsibility and 
the opportunity these labs have to build a 
consensus necessary in our country to do 
what has to be done to both continue to grow 
our economy at a brisk rate but to do it in 
a different way so that we reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions. And I thank you for your work 
on that. 

Now, that to me is just the beginning. 
Today I also want to announce to you that 
that balanced budget includes over $500 mil- 
lion—$517 million to be exact—to help the 
Department of Energy develop the next gen- 
eration of supercomputer technology. Just 
recently, we signed contracts with four lead- 
ing United States companies to help to build 
supercomputers that will be 1,000 times fast- 
er than the fastest computer that existed 
when I took office. By 2001, they'll be able 
to perform more calculations in a second 





Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Feb. 3 


than a human being with a hand-held calcula- 
tor could perform in 30 million years. 

Now, even a person as technologically 
challenged as me can understand that is a 
big deal. [Laughter] It is a good investment. 
It is an investment we must secure. Of all 
the remarkable things these supercomputers 
will be able to accomplish, none will be more 
important than helping to make sure the 
world is safe from the threat of nuclear weap- 
ons. 

For more than 50 years, since we first split 
the atom and unleashed its awesome force, 
the nuclear threat has hovered over our 
heads. Throughout the cold war and the arms 
race, it has been an ever present threat to 
our people and the people of the world. For 
5 years I have worked to reduce that threat. 
Today, there is not a single Russian missile 
pointed at America’s children. But we have 
to do more. Last fall I sent the Comprehen- 
sive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty to the Senate 
for its advice and consent. 
the Union Address last week, I asked the 
Senate to approve that treaty this year. By 
banning all nuclear tests for all time, we open 
a new era of security for America. 

At the same time, our national security re- 
quires that we maintain a nuclear arsenal 
strong enough to deter any adversary and 
safe enough to retain the confidence of our 
military leaders, our political leaders, and the 
American people. 

Five years ago I directed the development 
of the stockpile stewardship program to 
maintain our nuclear arsenal through 
science. The program is an essential safe- 
guard to accompany the Comprehensive Test 
Ban Treaty. In fact, I don’t think we can get 
the treaty ratified unless we can convince the 
Senate that the stockpile stewardship pro- 
gram works, that we will be secure while we 
try to make the world safer from the dangers 
of nuclear development and nuclear use in 
other countries. Now, by combining past nu- 
clear data with the high-tech stimulations 
that computers like those here at Los Alamos 
make possible, we are keeping the arsenal 
safe, reliable, and effective. And we’re doing 
it without detonating a single explosion. 

I just received a briefing, as you heard, 
by Dr. Browne and the other directors of 
our national labs on the stewardship pro- 
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gram. They confirmed that we can meet the 
challenge of maintaining a nuclear deterrent 
under the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
through the stockpile stewardship program. 
This Test Ban Treaty is good for America’s 
security. Already, four former chairman of 
the Joints Chief of Staff, General John 
Shalikashvili, General Colin Powell, General 
David Jones, and Admiral Bill Crowe, have 
all endorsed it. I also discussed the issue last 
week when I had my annual meeting with 
our Nation’s senior military leadership, all of 
our four stars, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and 
the heads of various commands around the 
world. General Shelton, the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs, and General Habiger, the Com- 
mander in Chief of our Strategic Command, 
have both given their treaty their full sup- 
port. This is in America’s interests. 

Five years ago I extended the moratorium 
on testing passed by Congress in 1992. The 
Test Ban. Treaty will hold other nations to 
the same standard we already observe; that 
is its importance. Its ban on all nuclear explo- 
sions will constrain the nuclear powers from 
developing more advanced and more dan- 
gerous weapons, making a costly arms build- 
up less likely. 

It will also make it more difficult for states 
that don’t now have nuclear weapons to de- 
velop them, because without testing there’s 
no way for them to know whether a new 
weapon will work as it is designed or whether 
it will work at all. The treaty will also put 

a place an extensive global network of 
monitoring stations to detect and deter nu- 
clear explosion on land, underground, be- 
neath the sea, or in space. 

Our national security demands that we 
monitor such nuclear weapons programs 
around the world. We have to do that with 
or without the Test Ban Treaty. But with the 
treaty in force, we will gain a powerful new 
tool to do that monitoring. The great scientist 
Louie Pasteur once said that he held, and 
I quote, “The unconquerable belief that 
science and peace will triumph over igno- 
rance and war, that nations will come to- 
gether not to destroy, but to construct, and 
that the future of humanity belongs to those 
who accomplish the most for humanity.” 

With the new balanced budget, with our 
commitment to science and technology, with 
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our commitment to the Test Ban Treaty, with 
the work you have done here and at the other 
labs to assure the safety of the treaty through 
the stockpile stewardship program, all these 
things are helping to build a stronger Amer- 
ica for the 2lst century, a safer world for 
our children in the 21st century, and a legacy 
worthy of America’s glorious past. For your 
role in that, I thank you very, very much. 
Thank you, and God bless you. 


Norte: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. in the 
Main Auditorium of the Administration Building. 
In his remarks, he referred to John C. Browne, 
Director, Los Alamos National Laboratory; New 
Mexico Attorney General Tom Udall; Jerome D. 
Block, chair, and Eric P. Serna, member, New 
Mexico Corporation Commission; Gen. Henry H. 
Shelton, USA, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff: and 
Gen. Eugene E. Habiger, USAF, Commander in 
Chief, U.S. Strategic Command. 


Remarks in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico 


February 3, 1998 


Thank you. I want to begin by thanking 
the University of New Mexico Band. They 
have been wonderful tonight. And I might 
say, I saw the end of your basketball game 
the other night; it was pretty impressive, too. 

Mr. Mayor, Senator Bingaman, Secretary 
Peiia, Evangeline Trujillo, thank you for your 
wonderful remarks and your even more im- 
portant example. Didn’t she do a terrific job 
tonight? [Applause] 

I’m also delighted that we are joined to- 
night by Congressman Redmond, Attorney 
General Udall, Treasurer Montoya, Secretary 
of State Gonzales, State Auditor Robert Vigil, 
former Governors King, Anaya, and 
Apodaca—all friends of mine—thank you for 
being here. Sam Vigil, Commissioner of the 
President's Advisory Commission on Edu- 

cational Excellence for Hispanic Education, 

and at least two of our tribal leaders, Gov- 
ernors Pasqual and Tortalita, thank you all 
for being here tonight. 

Let me say there is one person who would 
love to be here who can’t be, and I promised 
him that I would say hello to you, New Mexi- 
co’s own and America’s very great Ambas- 
sador to the United Nations, Bill Richardson. 
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I'd also like to recognize two New Mexi- 
cans who work at the Sandia National Lab- 
oratories in Albuquerque, who have not been 
properly recognized. Chris Cherry and Rod 
Owenby, in 1996, assisted FBI and ATF 
agents during the search of Theodore 
Kazcynski’s residence in Montana. They, at 
considerable risk to themselves, helped lead 
to the capture and the conviction of Mr. 
Kazcynski and put an end to his deadly at- 
tacks. They live among you. They have never 
gotten credit for what they did, and I think 
we ought to express our thanks to them to- 
night. 

Thank you for coming out. I want to espe- 
cially thank the children for being here to- 
night. Thank you for coming, and all of you 
who brought ‘them. I’m glad to be back in 
New Mexico and on this very spot to talk 
about how we are going to strengthen our 
Nation for a new century by balancing the 
budget while investing in our people and pre- 
paring for our future. 

I'll never forget back in 1992, on election 
day, at 3 a.m. in the morning, what Hillary 
and I saw at the hangar at the Albuquerque 
International Airport. That hangar was filled 
with people who were tired and cold but 
warm with hope. At 3 o’clock in the morning, 
Bruce King brought me a Mexican breakfast, 
which I loved. And I was saying to the people 
there in the early mo. aing hours, before the 
polls had opened and when the outcome of 
the election was still uncertain, that America 
faced a profound choice between hope and 
fear, between whether we would or would 
not have the courage to change. In 1992, the 
people of the United States and the people 
of New Mexico gave Bill Clinton and Al Gore 
a chance to chart a new course for America’s 
future. I thank you, and I believe it is work- 
ing. 

We have worked hard to move past the 
sterile debate between those who say that 
Government is the enemy and those who 
claimed it could solve all our problems to 
build a new kind of Government; to take 
what some have called a third way; to give 
you a Government that is smaller, that is 
more flexible, that is less bureaucratic, that 
promotes new ideas and, most of all, tries 
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to give all of you and all your fellow Ameri- 
cans the tools you need to make the most 
of your own lives in a very new world. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we are committed 
to building a 21st century America with an 
economy based on opportunity, a society full 
of responsibility, an America that lives to- 
gether across racial and religious lines as one 
American community. 

I think that we all know this approach is 
working. Compared to 5 years ago, our defi- 
cit is down by more than 90 percent. We 
have 14 million new jobs, the lowest unem- 
ployment in 24 years, the lowest inflation in 
30 years, the highest homeownership in his- 
tory. And yesterday I submitted to Congress 
the first balanced budget i in 30 years. 

Not so very long ago our deficit was so 
large it had 11 zeros. Now it is going to be 
simply zero. And you should all be proud of 
that. Balancing the budget can mark the be- 
ginning of a new era of opportunity for Amer- 
ica, a new era of achievement, a new era of 


wholeness to our public national life in the 
21st century. What are we going to do with 
this opportunity? That’s what I want to say 
to you again tonight. 

First, we must know we can balance the 
budget and save Social Security in the 21st 
century. And that is important. Now, all of 


you here know that when the baby 
boomers—and I know about this because I’m 
the oldest of the baby boomers—that when 
we retire there will be a lot more people re- 
tired compared to people working than there 
ever have been before in American history. 
And we know that will put new burdens on 
the Social Security system. But if we begin 
now to prepare for that, with all we know 
and all we can find out, and if we don’t make 
this a political thing, if we make it an Amer- 
ican crusade across party lines and age lines 
and income lines, we know that we can save 
Social Security for the 21st century in such 
a way that my generation does not expect 
to bankrupt our children to take care of us 
and impair our children’s ability to take care 
of our grandchildren. We can do that. 

And all I have asked of the Congress is 
that when we balance the budget—it is then 
projected that we will begin to run surpluses 
for the first time in a coon’s age, since any- 
body can remember. Nobody can remember 
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when that happened. It is projected now that 
we could have surpluses as high as $200 bil- 
lion over the next 5 years. And what I say 
to you is, the easy thing is for us to take the 
money back in tax cuts or spending programs. 
But I want you to commit to me that you 
will support the Congress in saying, don’t do 
anything with the money until you fix Social 
Security first. 

We can balance the budget and give Amer- 
icans the finest education in the world. Per- 
haps the proudest achievement of the bal- 
anced budget agreement last year was that 
it opened the doors of college to all Ameri- 
cans: over 200,000 new Pell grants in the last 
3 years; 300,000 new work-study positions; 
education IRA’s you can save for a college 
education for yourselves or your children and 
withdraw from them tax free; a $1,500 tax 
cut; a HOPE scholarship tax credit for the 
first 2 years of college; and a lifetime learning 
tax cut for the third and fourth years for grad- 
uate school for adults who have to go back 
for job training. If you want to go to college, 
you can go now. Don’t let anybody tell you 
you can't. 

But now we have to make sure that the 
years of education before college are as good 
as the college education is in America. Every- 
body knows America has the finest system 
of higher education in the entire world. I will 
never be satisfied until we know we have the 
finest system of elementary and secondary 
education in the entire world. 

We can balance the budget and put 
100,000 more teachers in the first three 
grades to lower average class size to 18, so 
all our kids have a chance to learn. We can 
balance the budget and build or repair 5,000 
more schools, because if there are more kids 
and more teachers, you have to have more 
classrooms. We can balance the budget and 
help the poorest, most underprivileged com- 
munities in rural and urban areas to achieve 
high standards of excellence, to end social 
promotion but to get a second chance to real- 
ly learn what all our children are fully capable 
of learning. 

We can balance the budget and make an 
unprecedented commitment to improving 
the quality of Hispanic education and reduc- 
ing the unacceptably high dropout rate 
among Hispanic-American students. This 
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commitment—hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars over the next several years—will build 
on the progress of the President’s Advisory 
Commission on Excellence in Hispanic Edu- 
cation to lower the dropout rate and help 
young Hispanic-Americans to succeed in 
school. I want to thank Sam Vigil, who is here 
with us today, and Senator Bingaman, who 
has worked so hard on this issue. We cannot 
have an America where there is a huge racial 
disparity in the dropout rate. All of our kids 
need to finish high school, and all of our kids 
can finish high school. 

We can balance the budget and deal with 
the we that Mayor Baca talked about 
earlier. I am very happy and proud of the 
work Heb our administration has done in 
partnership with local law enforcement and 
citizen groups to have a big 5-year decline 
in the crime rate. But if you have been fol- 
lowing it closely, you know that the juvenile 
crime rate has not gone down as much as 
the adult crime rate has. There’s still too 
many of our kids getting in trouble, and most 
of that trouble happens between the time 
school closes, about 3, and the time all the 
parents get home, about 8, from work. We 
must give our children something positive to 
do in those hours, and we can balance the 
budget and do that and keep our kids out 
of trouble. 

We can balance the budget and help mil- 
lions of Americans to provide child care to 
their children that is of good quality, that is 
affordable, and that helps people to balance 
the demands of school and work. We can bal- 
ance the budget and extend health care cov- 
erage to more hard-working Americans. I'll 
bet you anything there are people in this au- 
dience tonight, between the ages of 55 and 
65, where your spouse has gone on Medicare 
but you're not old enough for it yet; or you 
lost a job and you haven’t gotten another one, 
so you don’t have health care; or you took 
early retirement from a company that prom- 
ised you health insurance coverage and then 
didn’t deliver. I say we should let those peo- 
ple have the opportunity to buy into the 
Medicare program early. It won’t cost Medi- 
care a dime, and it will be worth all the 
money in the world to them. 

We can balance the budget and continue 
to clean our environment. Compared to 5 


Feb. 3 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 


years ago, the air is cleaner; the water is 
cleaner; the food is safer in America; there 
are fewer toxic waste dumps. But we have 
more to do. We have got to deal with the 
crisis of climate change, do something about 
global warming, and bring our people the 
benefits of a growing economy and a cleaner 
environment. In New Mexico you know we 
can do that; help us lead the way in America. 

And we can balance the budget and invest 
in the science and technology that can revo- 
lutionize our way of life; whether it is in 
cleaning the environment, finding cures for 
diseases, solving practical problems in Amer- 
ica, we can do it. I announced today at Los 
Alamos that our balanced budget will put 
over $500 million into dev eloping the fastest 
supercomputers in human history, 1,000 
times faster than the fastest one when I took 
office 5 years ago. We are going to develop 
a computer that will do more calculations in 
a second than you can with your hand-held 
computer in 30 million years. That is on the 
verge of reality. 

But the last thing I want to say to you is, 
we can balance the budget, and we can do 
all that, but we have to remember we're liv- 
ing in a smaller and smaller world where 
we're more interconnected, whether we like 
it or not, with people all around the world, 
not just economically but also in terms of the 
spread of disease or our vulnerability to ter- 
rorism or drug traffickers or our vulnerability 
to common, shared environmental problems. 
And yet we can do so much more when we 
work together. 

In a world like this, there is no nation bet- 
ter suited to do well in the 21st century than 
our United States. Why? Because here the 
price of citizenship is believing in America. 
It is not a function of your race; it is not 
a function of your religion; it is not a function 
of where you were born; it is not a function 
of how much money you have; all you have 
to do is to be willing to work hard, obey the 
law, and say you believe in the things that 
have made our country great. 

And I’m telling you, folks, you just look 
around this crowd today and you think about 
what it means to be in a global society. I 
tell you, we can build one America. We can 
balance the budget. We can invest in our fu- 
ture. And if we do, all these little children 
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today, they will be living in the greatest days 
the United States has ever know. Help us 
do that. 

Thank you, and God bless you all. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 5:25 p.m. at the 
Civic Plaza. In his remarks, he referred to Evan- 
geline Sandoval Trujillo, director, Mathematics, 
Engineering, Science Association, who introduced 
the President; Arizona State Treasurer Michael 
Montoya; Arizona Secretary of State Stephanie 
Gonzales; former Arizona Governors Bruce King, 
Toney Anaya, and Jerry Apodaca; Acama Pueblo 
Governor Reginald Pasqual; Santodomingo Pueb- 
lo Governor Tony Tortalita; and Mayor Jim Baca. 


Statement on Federal Election 
Commission Action on Campaign 
Finance Reform 


February 3, 1998 


I strongly support action to end the soft 
money raised by both political parties. That 
is why last year I asked the Federal Election 
Commission to ban soft money, under its 
current legal authority. I am very pleased that 
the agency’s General Counsel has proposed 
a new rule prohibiting national parties from 
raising soft money. Now I ask the members 
of the Commission to step up to their respon- 
sibility and act, within their legal authority, 
to end the soft money system. _ 


Statement on the Accident Involving 
United States Aircraft in Italy 


February 3, 1998 


I was deeply saddened to learn a short 
while ago that a U.S. military jet aircraft was 
involved in an accident in Italy that resulted 
in the deaths of several Italian citizens. 

The plane is part of the U.S. force sta- 
tioned at Aviano Air Base in Italy that is sup- 
porting the NATO SFOR mission in Bosnia. 
U.S. military authorities in Aviano have 
launched an investigation into this accident. 
I have expressed my condolences to Prime 
Minister Prodi and assured him that we will 
cooperate fully with the Italian Government 
and do everything we can to find out what 
happened and prevent an accident like this 


from happening again. 
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On behalf of the American people I offer 
my heartfelt sympathy to the families and 
friends of those killed and injured in this ac- 
cident. 


NoTE: In the statement, the President referred 
to Prime Minister Romano Prodi of Italy. 


Statement on the Death of Roger 
Stevens 


February 3, 1998 


Hillary and I were deeply saddened to 
learn of the death of our dear friend Roger 
Stevens. He will long be remembered as a 
defining force in America’s cultural life. 

As founding chairman of the Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts, Roger can 
be credited with spotlighting our Nation’s 
Capital as a haven for the performing arts. 
The Kennedy Center, one of America’s finest 
cultural showcases, might never have been 
built if it weren’t for Roger’s dedication and 
energy. His love of the arts led him to 
produce more than 200 plays, including 
“West Side Story,” “Bus Stop,” and “Death- 
trap.” Roger served as the first Chairman of 
the National Endowment for the Arts, and 
won numerous awards for his dedication to 
highlighting the performing arts, including 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom (1988), 
the National Medal of Arts (1988), the Ken- 
nedy Center Honors (1988), and the National 
Artists’ Medal (1983). 

Our Nation is mourning the loss of this 
important cultural figure. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with his friends and family in this 
sad time. 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting the Report of the 
Railroad Retirement Board 


February 3, 1998 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I transmit herewith the Annual Report of 
the Railroad Retirement Board for Fiscal 
Year 1996, pursuant to the provisions of sec- 
tion 7(b)(6) of the Railroad Retirement Act 
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and section 12(l) of the Railroad Unemploy- 
ment Insurance Act. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
February 3, 1998. 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting the Latvia-United 
States Fisheries Agreement and 
Annex 

February 3, 1998 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management Act 
(16 U. S.C. 1801 et seq.), I transmit herewith 
an Agreement between the Government of 
the United States of America and the Gov- 
ernment of the Republic of Latvia extending 
the Agreement of April 8, 1993, Concerning 
Fisheries Off the Coasts of the United States, 
with annex, as extended (the 1993 Agree- 
ment). The present Agreement, which was 
effected by an exchange of notes at Riga on 
February 13 and May 23, 1997, extends the 
1993 Agreement to December 31, 1999. 

In light of the importance of our fisheries 
relationship with the Republic of Latvia, I 
urge that the Congress give favorable consid- 
eration to this Agreement at an early date. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
February 3, 1998. 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting Budget Deferrals 
February 3, 1998 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the Congressional 
Budget and Impoundment Control Act of 
1974, I herewith report eight new deferrals 
of budgetary resources, totaling $4.8 billion. 

These deferrals affect programs of the De- 
partment of State, the Social Security Admin- 
istration, and International Security Assist- 
ance. 

William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
February 3, 1998. 
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Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Reporting on Iraq 
February 3, 1998 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

Consistent with the Authorization for Use 
of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution 
(Public Law 102-1) and as part of my effort 
to keep the Congress fully informed, I am 
reporting on the status of efforts to obtain 
Iraq’s compliance with the resolutions adopt- 
ed by the United Nations Security Council 
(UNSC). This report covers the period from 
November 26, 1997, to the present. 

My last report included the U.N.-Iraq 
stand-off which began on October 29, 1997, 
when the Iraqi government announced its in- 
tention to expel all U.S. personnel working 
in Iraq for the U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM). Iraq’s apparent aim was to 
force UNSCOM’s a 2 mn or to signifi- 
cantly restrict its ability to function effec- 
tively and independently, thereby establish- 
ing an environment under which Iraq could 
restore its capacity to develop weapons of 
mass destruction (WMD) without restriction. 
In November, the members of the U.N. Se- 
curity Council thwarted this effort through 
joint diplomacy and the use of Secretary 
Council resolutions—backed by the deploy- 
ment of forces in the Gulf. This resulted in 
the Iraqi government's explicit commitment, 
on November 20, 1997, to allow UNSCOM 
inspectors, including those who are U.S. citi- 
zens, to return unhindered to their duties. 

In violation of that commitment and of 
U.N. Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 
687 and subsequent resolutions, including 
707, 1134, and 1137, Iraq has attempted 
again to dictate the composition of 
UNSCOM inspection teams and the terms 
of its compliance with Council resolutions. 
In addition, Iraq has persisted in its efforts 
to defy the Council by unilaterally imposing 
unacceptable conditions on the operations of 
UNSCOM. This report covering the last 60 
days reflects the failure of the Government 
of Iraq to live up to its obligations under all 
applicable UNSC resolutions and its contin- 
ued hindrance of UNSCOM’s work. 

In December 1997, the Iraqi government 
reiterated its longstanding me he to allow 
any access to all so-called “Presidential” sites, 
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and said it would limit access to so-called 
“sensitive” sites by UNSCOM inspectors. 

On January 5, 1998, an inert rocket-pro- 
pelled grenade struck a building in Baghdad 
that houses various U.N. elements, including 
UNSCOM headquarters, but caused no inju- 
ries. The Iraqi government denied respon- 
sibility but has yet to arrest any suspects. 

On January 12, the C Government of Iraq 
refused to cooperate with an UNSCOM in- 
spection team, declaring that the team was 
dominated by too many “Anglo-Saxons”. The 
team had been investigating, among other 
things, allegations that Iraq may have used 
human beings as experimental subjects in 
chemical and biological warfare develop- 
ment. 

On January 17, the a government de- 
clared a Jihad (holy war) against U.N. sanc- 
tions and called for 1 million Iraqi citizens 
to undergo military training to prepare for 
any consequences. 

During the last 60 days, UNSCOM 
launched two special inspection teams that 
once again targeted Iraq’s “Concealment 
Mechanism” in order to ferret out WMD 
programs and documents that UNSCOM— 
and we—believe Iraq stubbornly retains. It 
became clear that the Iraqis had no intention 
of cooperating with these inspections as spe- 
cifically called for in the most recent 


UNSCRs on the topic—Resolutions 1134 of 


October 23 and 1137 of November 12. The 
teams were stopped en route, denied access, 
and prevented from video-taping equipment 
movement or document-destruction activity 
at suspect sites. 

Ambassador Butler, UNSCOM’s Execu- 
tive Director, traveled to Baghdad on De- 
cember 12, 1997, and again on January 19, 
1998, to attempt to obtain Iraqi assurance 
that UNSCOM can resume its work 
unhindered, including unfettered access to 
“Presidential” and “sensitive” sites. Follow- 
ing the January 19 meetings, the Iraqis con- 
tinued to defy and challenge UNSCOM by 
refusing to discuss access to “Presidential” 
sites until after Technical Meeting talks have 
concluded in April. As Ambassador Butler re- 
gave to the Security Council on January 
22, the talks were characterized by moments 
“of abuse and denunciation of UNSCOM 
and its professional officers; an attempt to 
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apportion literally all blame to UNSCOM, 
past and present, for the fact that the disar- 
mament task has not been completed and 
sanctions on Iraq remairied in force.” 
Throughout, the UNSC has expressed 
support for UNSCOM and its mission in five 
unanimous Presidential Statements since Oc- 
tober 1997. 

This record of intransigence is only the lat- 
est chapter in the long history of efforts by 
the Iraqi regime to flout its obligations under 
relevant UNSC resolutions. Without full dis- 
closure and free access to all sites UNSCOM 
and the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) wish to inspect, the ongoing monitor- 
ing and verification mandated by relevant 
UNSC resolutions, including Resolutions 
687, 707 and 715, cannot effectively be con- 
ducted. UNSCOM must be allowed to con- 
tinue to investigate all of Iraq’s programs 
until it can verify with absolute certainty that 
all the equipment has been destroyed and 
that all the capabilities have been eliminated. 
Otherwise, Iraq eventually will be free to de- 
velop the capacity to strike at any city in the 
Middle East, delivering biological, chemical 
and possibly even nuclear weapons. 


Biological/Chemical Weapons 

Iraqi biological and chemical weapons are 
currently the most troubling issues for 
UNSCOM. This is due to the innate dual- 
use nature of the technology: biological and 
chemical agents can easily be hidden within 
civilian sectors, such as the pharmaceutical 
and pesticide industries. Iraq continues to 
prevent full and immediate access to sites 
suspected of chemical or biological warfare 
activities. UNSCOM is still unable to verify 
that all of Iraq’s SCUD missile warheads 
filled with biological agents—anthrax and 
botulinum toxin—have been destroyed. 


Nuclear Weapons and Delivery Systems 


The Iraqi regime contends that UNSCOM 
and the IAEA should “close the books” on 
nuclear and missile inspections, but there are 
still many uncertainties and questions that 
need to be resolved. Iraq has failed to answer 
critical questions on nuclear weapons design 
and fabrication, procurement, and centrifuge 
enrichment; to provide a written description 
of its post-war nuclear weapons procurement 
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program; and to account for major engine 
components, special warheads, missing pro- 
pellants, and guidance instruments that could 
be used to assemble fully operational mis- 
siles. 


U.S. Force Levels 


The U.S. has led international efforts to 
secure UNSCOM the access and cooperation 
it must have to do its job. As a demonstration 
of our resolve, the aircraft carriers USS NIM- 
ITZ, USS GEORGE WASHINGTON, their 
accompanying battle group combatant ships, 
and additional combat aircraft have remained 
in the region. On January 15, the Govern- 
ment of the United Kingdom dispatched the 
aircraft carrier HMS INVINCIBLE and es- 
cort ships to the Gulf via the Red Sea. 

United States force levels in the region in- 
clude land- and carrier-based aircraft, surface 
warships, a Marine amphibious task force, a 
Patriot missile battalion, a mechanized bat- 
talion task force, and a mix of special oper- 
ations forces deployed in support of 
USCINCCENT operations. To enhance 
force protection throughout the region, addi- 
tional military security personnel have been 
deployed for continuous rotation. 
USCINCCENT continues to monitor closely 
the security situation in the region to ensure 
adequate force protection is provided for all 
deployed forces. 

The U.S. and its coalition partners con- 
tinue to enforce the no-fly zones over Iraq 
under Operation Northern Watch and Oper- 
ation Southern Watch. In response to a series 
of Iraqi no-fly zone violations in October and 
November 1997, we increased the number 
of aircraft participating in these operations. 
There have been no observed no-fly zone 
violations during the period covered by this 
report. We have repeatedly made clear to the 
Government of Iraq and to all other relevant 
parties that the U.S. and its partners will con- 
tinue to enforce both no-fly zones. 

United Nations Security Council Resolu- 
tion 949, adopted in October 1994, demands 
that Iraq not use its military or any other 
forces to threaten its neighbors or U.N. oper- 
ations in Iraq and that it not redeploy troops 
or enhance its military capacity in southern 
Iraq. In view of Saddam’s accumulating 
record of brutality and unreliability, it is pru- 


Feb. 4 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 


dent to retain a significant U.S. force pres- 
ence in the region to deter Iraq and respond 
rapidly to possible Iraqi aggression or threats 
against its neighbors. 

We again take note of and welcome H. 
Res. 322 of November 13, 1997, expressing 
the sense of the House that the U.S. should 
act to resolve the crisis in a manner that 
assures full Iraqi compliance with UNSC res- 
olutions regarding the destruction of Iraq’s 
capability to produce and deliver WMD. 
While the increased forces in the region give 
us a wide range of military options we remain 
committed to exhausting all diplomatic op- 
tions before resorting to other alternatives. 


Sanctions 


United Nations sanctions against Iraq were 
imposed as the result of Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait. It has been necessary to maintain 
them because of Iraq’s failure to comply with 
all relevant UNSC resolutions, including 
those ensuring the destruction, removal, or 
rendering harmless of Iraq’s WMD. 

The Iraqi regime continues to insist on the 
need for rapid lifting of the sanctions regime, 
despite its record of noncompliance with its 
obligations under relevant resolutions, out of 
alleged concern for the well-being of the 
Iraqi people, claiming that malnutrition and 
a a medical care are the direct result 
of internationally imposed sanctions. 

To the contrary, since their inception, the 
sanctions against Iraq have exempted food 
and medicines—evidence of the concern of 
the U.S. and the international community for 
the welfare of the Iraqi people. In August 
1991, when Iraq claimed that it was unable 
to pay for its food needs, the Security Council 
adopted UNSCR 706 (and later 712), author- 
izing Iraq to sell limited amounts of petro- 
leum on the international market, with the 
proceeds to be used to purchase humani- 
tarian supplies and to fund vital U.N. activi- 
ties regarding Iraq. The Government of Iraq, 
however, ignored the needs of its own people 
by refusing to accept UNSCR’s 706 and 712. 

In April 1995 the Security Council pro- 
posed a new oil-for-food offer to Iraq in 
UNSCR 986, sponsored by the U.S. and oth- 
ers. UNSCR 986 authorized the sale of up 
to $1 billion of oil every 90 days for a total 
of $2 billion during a 180-day period for Iraq 
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to purchase food, medicines, and other “hu- 
manitarian items” for its people, and to fund 
specified U.N. activities regarding Iraq. The 
Government of Iraq delayed implementation 
of UNSCR 986 for a year and a half, until 
December 1996. 

Since December 1996, the Iraqi regime 
has continued to obstruct and delay the relief 
plan. The regime delayed oil sales for two 
months in June and July 1997 under the sec- 
ond phase of the program (UNSCR 1111), 
and again for over one month in December 
1997 and January 1998 under the third phase 
(UNSCR 1143). 

The United States has consistently made 
clear our openness to improving the oil-for- 
food program to better meet the essential 
needs of Iraq’s civilian population. The Sec- 
retary General has just submitted a report 
to this effect to the Council. We are prepared 
to consider carefully and favorably the Sec- 
retary General’s suggestions to improve and 
expand the program. Expanding 986 would 
serve our humanitarian and strategic inter- 
ests. First, the sanctions regime is aimed at 
the threat Saddam poses—not the Iraqi peo- 
ple. We should do whatever we can to ease 
their plight, consistent with our interests. 
Second, expanding 986 will make it more dif- 
ficult for Saddam to use the plight of his peo- 
ple as a propaganda card in the Middle East 
and so help us shore up the anti-Saddam coa- 
lition. Third, by expanding oil-for-food, we 
will broaden and strengthen the U.N.’s grip 
on Iraq’s revenues and expenditures, tighten- 
ing the leash on Saddam and making it more 
difficult for him to divert funds to the mili- 
tary and WMD. 

Implementation of UNSCR 1051 contin- 
ues. It provides for a mechanism to monitor 
Iraq’s efforts to reacquire proscribed weap- 
ons capabilities by requiring Iraq to notify 
a joint UNSCOM/IAEA unit in advance of 
any imports of dual-use items. Similarly, 
U.N. members must provide timely notifica- 
tion of exports to Iraq of dual-use items. 

The Multinational Interception Force 
(MIF), operating under the authority of 
UNSCR 665, is aggressively enforcing U.N. 
sanctions in the Gulf. The U.S. Navy is the 
single largest component of this international 
naval force, augmented by ships and aircraft 
from Australia, Canada, Belgium, The Neth- 
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erlands, New Zealand, and the United King- 
dom. Member states of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council support the MIF by providing 
logistical support and shipriders who ensure 
that merchant ships do not deviate from their 
recorded courses to legal ports and by pulling 
vessels caught violating sanctions into mem- 
ber state ports. 

Since my last report, the MIF has inter- 
cepted five sanctions violators in the Gulf. 
Ships involved in smuggling often utilize the 
territorial seas of Iran to avoid MIF inspec- 
tions. We have given detailed reports of these 
illegal activities to the U.N. Sanctions Com- 
mittee in New York. 

The volume of illegal smuggling of petro- 
leum products from Iraq continues to in- 
crease. Iraq is working to improve loading 
facilities in the Shatt Al Arab waterway and 
the continuing cooperation of the smugglers 
with Iran frustrates the naval forces which 
are restricted to international waters to carry 
out their duties. We estimate that over 
200,000 metric tons of gasoil and other petro- 
leum cargoes leave Iraq illegally each month. 
Profits from this illegal trade support Saddam 
at the expense of the Iraqi people. 

The United Nations Compensation Com- 
mission (UNCC), established pursuant to 
UNSCR 687 and 692, continues to resolve 
claims against Iraq arising from Iraq’s unlaw- 
ful invasion and occupation of Kuwait. The 
UNCC has issued almost 1.3 million awards 
worth approximately $6 billion. Thirty per- 
cent of the proceeds from the oil sales per- 
mitted by UNSCR’s 986, 1111, and 1143 
have been allocated to the Compensation 
Fund to pay awards and to finance operations 
of the UNCC. To the extent that money is 
available in the Compensation Fund, initial 
payments to each claimant are authorized for 
awards in the order in which the UNCC has 
approved them, in installments of $2,500. To 
date, 455 U.S. claimants have received an ini- 
tial installment payment, and payment is in 
process for an additional 323 U.S. claimants. 


Human Rights 


The human rights situation throughout 
Iraq continues to be cause for grave concern. 
Reports that the Government of Iraq used 
humans as experimental subjects in its chem- 


ical and biological weapons programs have 
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been noted above. Credible reports from nu- 
merous, independent sources indicate that 
the Government of Iraq also may have sum- 
marily executed anywhere from 800 to 1500 
political detainees in November and Decem- 
ber 1997. Opposition groups have alleged 
that many of those killed were serving sen- 
tences of 15-20 years for such crimes as in- 
sulting the regime or membership in an op- 
position political party. Max van der Stoel, 
Special Rapporteur for Iraq for the U.N. 
Human Rights Commission and Bacre 
Ndiaye, the Commission's Special 
Rapporteur for Summary Executions, are in- 
vestigating these reports. 

Iraq’s repression of its Shi'a population 
continues, with policies that are destroying 
the Marsh Arabs’ way of life in southern Iraq 
and the ecology of the southern marshes. 
Iraq continues to stall and obfuscate rather 
than work in good faith toward accounting 
for more than 600 Kuwaitis and third-country 
nationals who disappeared during or after the 
occupation of Kuwait, and nearly 5,000 Ira- 
nian prisoners of war captured by Iraq during 
the Iran-Iraq war. The Government of Iraq 
shows no sign of complying with UNSCR 
688, which demands that Iraq cease the re- 
pression of its own people. The U.N. Human 
Rights Commission’s Special Rapporteur on 
Iraq reported to the General Assembly his 
particular concern that extra-judicial, sum- 
mary or arbitrary executions and the practice 
of torture continue to occur in Iraq. 

Led by various independent Iraqi opposi- 
tion groups and nongovernmental organiza- 
tions, the INDICT campaign—which seeks 
to document crimes against humanity and 
other violations of international humanitarian 
law committed by the Iraqi regime—contin- 
ues to gain momentum. 

Regarding northern Iraq, the cease-fire 
between the Kurdish parties, established No- 
vember 24, 1997, as the result of U.S. efforts, 
continues to hold. In recent weeks, both 
Massoud Barzani, leader of the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) and Jalal Talabani, 
leader of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) have made positive, forward-looking 
statements on political reconciliation, which 
may signal a willingness to settle some of 
their differences. We will continue our ef- 


forts to reach a permanent settlement 
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through mediation in order to help the peo- 
ple of northern Iraq find the permanent, sta- 
ble accommodation which they deserve, and 
to minimize the opportunities for Baghdad 
and Tehran to insert themselves into the con- 
flict and threaten Iraqi citizens in this region. 
The Peace Monitoring Force—sponsored by 
the U.S., Great Britain and Turkey under the 
Ankara process and comprising — Iraqi 
Turkomans and Assyrians—remains in garri- 
son. 


Conclusion 

Iraq remains a serious threat to inter- 
national peace and security. As I told the 
American people in my recent State of the 
Union address, our country is united in its 
view that Saddam Hussein cannot defy the 
will of the world. He has used weapons of 
mass destruction before. We are determined 
to deny him the capacity to use them again. 
I remain determined to see Iraq comply fully 
with all of its obligations under U.N. Security 
Council resolutions. 

I appreciate the support of the Congress 
for our efforts and shall continue to keep the 
Congress informed about this important 
issue. 

Sincerely, 


William J. Clinton 


NoTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging- 
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This 
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec- 
retary on February 4. 


Message to the Congress Reporting 
on Iraq 


February 3, 1998 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I hereby report to the Congress on the de- 
velopments since my last report of July 31, 
1997, concerning the national emergency 
with respect to Iraq that was declared in Ex- 
ecutive Order 12722 of August 2, 1990. This 
report is submitted pursuant to section 
401(c) of the } ape Emergencies Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1641(c), and section 204(c) of the 
International ~dinehnon Economic Powers 
Act (IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c). 
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Executive Order 12722 ordered the imme- 
diate blocking of all property and interests 
in property of the Government of Iraq (in- 
cluding the Central Bank of Iraq) then or 
thereafter located in the United States or 
within the possession or control of a United 
States person. That order also prohibited the 
importation into the United States of goods 
and services of Iraqi origin, as well as the 
exportation of goods, services, and tech- 
nology from the United States to Iraq. The 
order prohibited travel-related transactions 
to or from Iraq and the performance of any 
contract in support of any industrial, com- 
mercial, or governmental project in Iraq. 
United States persons were also prohibited 
from granting or extending credit or loans 
to the Government of Iraq. 

The foregoing prohibitions (as well as the 
blocking of Government of Iraq property) 
were continued and augmented on August 
9, 1990, by Executive Order 12724, which 
was issued in order to align the sanctions im- 
posed by the United States with United Na- 
tions Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 
661 of August 6, 1990. 

This report discusses only matters con- 
cerning the national emergency with respect 
to Iraq that was declared in Executive Order 
12722 and matters relating to Executive Or- 
ders 12724 and 12817 (the “Executive Or- 
ders”). The report covers events from August 
2, 1997, through February 1, 1998. 

1. In April 1995, the U.N. Security Council 
adopted UNSCR 986 authorizing Iraq to ex- 
port up to $1 billion in petroleum and petro- 
leum products every 90 days for a total of 
180 days under U.N. supervision in order to 
finance the purchase of food, medicine, and 
other humanitarian supplies. UNSCR 986 in- 
cludes arrangements to ensure equitable dis- 
tribution of humanitarian goods purchased 
with UNSCR 986 oil revenues to alt | the peo- 
ple of Iraq. The resolution also provides for 
the payment of compensation to victims of 
Iraqi aggression and a the funding of other 


U.N. activities with respect to Iraq. On May 
20, 1996, a memorandum of understanding 
was concluded between the Secretariat of the 
United Nations and the Government of Iraq 
agreeing on terms for implementing UNSCR 
986. On August 8, 1996, the UNSC commit- 
tee established pursuant to UNSCR 661 
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(“the 661 Committee”) adopted procedures 
be employed by the 661 Committee in 
implementation of UNSCR 986. On Decem- 
ber 9, 1996, the President of the Security 
Council received the report prepared by the 
Secretary General as requested by paragraph 
13 of UNSCR 986, making UNSCR 986 ef- 
fective as of 12:01 a.m. December 10, 1996. 

On June 4, 1997, the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil adopted UNSCR 1111, renewing for an- 
other 180 days the authorization for Iraqi pe- 
troleum sales and purchases of humanitarian 
aid contained in UNSCR 986 of April 14, 
1995. The Resolution became effective on 
June 8, 1997. On September 12, 1997, the 
Security Council, noting Iraq’s decision not 
to export petroleum and petroleum products 
pursuant to UNSCR 1111 during the period 
June 8 to August 13, 1997, and deeply con- 
cerned about the resulting humanitarian con- 
sequences for the Iraqi people, adopted 
UNSCR 1129. This resolution replaced the 
two 90-day quotas with one 120-day quota 
and one 60-day quota in order to enable Iraq 
to export its full $2 billion quota of oil within 
the original 180 days of UNSCR 1111. On 
December 4, 1997, the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil adopted UNSCR 1143, renewing for an- 
other 180 days, beginning December 5, 1997, 
the authorization for Iraqi petroleum sales 
and humanitarian aid coma contained in 
UNSCR 986. As of January 2, 1998, however, 
~_ still had not exported any petroleum 
under UNSCR 1143. During the reporting 
period, imports into the United States under 
this program totaled about 14.2 million bar- 
rels, bringing total imports since December 
10, 1996, to approximately 23.7 million bar- 
rels. 

2. There have been two amendments to 
the Iraqi Sanctions Regulations, 31 C.F.R. 
Part 575 (the “ISR” or the “Regulations”) 
administered by the Office of Foreign Assets 
Control (OFAC) of the Department of the 
Treasury during the reporting period. The 
Regulations were amended on August 25, 
1997. General reporting, recordkeeping, li- 
censing, and other procedural regulations 
were moved from the Regulations to a sepa- 
rate part (31 C.F.R. Part 501) dealing solely 
with such procedural matters (62 Fed. Reg. 
45098, August 25, 1997). A copy of the 
amendment is attached. 
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On December 30, 1997, the Regulations 
were amended to remove from appendices 
A and B to 31 C.F.R. chapter V the name 
of an individual who had been determined 
previously to act for or on behalf of, or to 
be owned or controlled by, the Government 
of Iraq (62 Fed. Reg. 67729, December 30, 
1997). A copy of the amendment is attached. 

As previously reported, the Regulations 
were amended on December 10, 1996, to 
provide a statement of licensing policy re- 
garding specific licensing of United States 
persons seeking to purchase Iraqi-origin pe- 
troleum and petroleum products from Iraq 
(61 Fed. Reg. 65312, December 11, 1996). 
Statements of licensing policy were also pro- 
vided regarding sales of essential parts and 
equipment for the Kirkuk-Yumurtalik pipe- 
line system, and sales of humanitarian goods 
to Iraq, pursuant to United Nations approval. 
A general license was also added to authorize 
dealings in Iraqi-origin petroleum and petro- 
leum products that have been exported from 
Iraq with United Nations and United States 
Government approval. 

All executory contracts must contain terms 
requiring that all proceeds of oil purchases 
from the Government of Iraq, including the 
State Oil Marketing Organization, must be 
placed in the U.N. escrow account at Banque 
Nationale de Paris, New York (the “986 es- 
crow account”), and all Iraqi payments for 
authorized sales of pipeline parts and equip- 
ment, humanitarian goods, and incidental 
transaction costs borne by Iraq will, upon ap- 
proval by the 661 Committee and satisfaction 
of other conditions established by the United 
Nations, be paid or payable out of the 986 
escrow account. 

3. Investigations of possible violations of 
the Iraqi sanctions continue to be pursued 
and appropriate enforcement actions taken. 
Several cases from prior reporting periods 
are continuing and recent additional allega- 
tions have been referred by OFAC to the 
U.S. Customs Service for investigation. 

On July 15, 1995, a jury in the Eastern 
District of New York returned a verdict of 
not guilty for two defendants charged with 
the attempted exportation and transshipment 
to Iraq of zirconium ingots in violation of 
IEEPA and the ISR. The two were charged 
in a Federal indictment on July 10, 1995, 
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along with another defendant who entered 
a guilty plea on February 6, 1997. 

Investigation also continues into the roles 
played by various individuals and firms out- 
side Iraq in the Iraqi government procure- 
ment network. These investigations may lead 
to additions to OFAC’s listing of individuals 
and organizations determined to be Specially 
Designated Nationals (SDNs) of the Govern- 
ment of Iraq. 

Since my last report, OFAC collected civil 
monetary penalties totaling more than $1.125 
million for violations of IEEPA and the ISR 
relating to the sale and shipment of goods 
to the Government of Iraq and an entity in 
Iraq. Additional administrative proceedings 
have been initiated and others await com- 
mencement. 

4. The Office of Foreign Assets Control 
has issued hundreds of licensing determina- 
tions regarding transactions pertaining to 
Iraq or Iraqi assets since August 1990. Spe- 
cific licenses have been issued for trans- 
actions such as the filing of legal actions 
against Iraqi governmental entities, legal rep- 
resentation of Iraq, and the exportation to 
Iraq of donated medicine, medical supplies, 
and food intended for humanitarian relief 
purposes, sales of humanitarian supplies to 
Iraq under UNSCR 986 and 1111, diplo- 
matic transactions, the execution of powers 
of attorney relating to the administration of 
personal assets and decedents’ estates in 
Iraq, and the protection of preexistent intel- 
lectual property rights in Iraq. Since my last 
report, 88 specific licenses have been issued, 
most with respect to sales of humanitarian 
goods. 

Since December 10, 1996, OFAC has 
issued specific licenses authorizing commer- 
cial sales of humanitarian goods funded by 
Iraqi oil sales pursuant to UNSCR 986 and 
1111 valued at more than $239 million. Of 
that amount, approximately $222 million rep- 
resents sales of basic foodstuffs, $7.9 million 
for medicines and medical supplies, $8.2 mil- 
lion for water testing and treatment equip- 
ment, and nearly $700,000 to fund a variety 
of United Nations activities in Iraq. Inter- 
national humanitarian relief in Iraq is coordi- 
nated under the direction of the United Na- 
tions Office of the Humanitarian Coordina- 
tor of Iraq. Assisting U.N. agencies include 
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the World Food Program, the U.N. Popu- 
lation Fund, the U.N. Food and Agriculture 
Organization, the World Health Organiza- 
tion, and UNICEF. As of January 8, 1998, 
OFAC had authorized sales valued at more 
than $165.8 million worth of humanitarian 
goods during the reporting period beginning 
August 2, 1997. 

5. The expenses incurred by the Federal 
Government in the 6-month period from Au- 
gust 2, 1997, through February 1, 1998, that 
are directly attributable to the exercise of 
powers and authorities conferred by the dec- 
laration of a national emergency with respect 
to Iraq are reported to be about $1.2 million, 
most of which represents wage and salary 
costs for Federal personnel. Personnel costs 
were largely centered in the Department of 
the Treasury (particularly in the Office of 
Foreign Assets Control, the U.S. Customs 
Service, the Office of the Under Secretary 


for Enforcement, and the Office of the Gen- 


eral Counsel), the Department of State (par- 


ticularly the Bureau of Economic and Busi- 
ness Affairs, the Bureau of Near Eastern Af- 
fairs, the Bureau of International Organiza- 
tion Affairs, the Bureau of Political-Military 
Affairs, the Bureau of Intelligence and Re- 
search, the U.S. Mission to the United Na- 
tions, and the Office of the Legal Adviser), 
and the Department of Transportation (par- 
ticularly the U.S. Coast Guard). 

6. The United States imposed economic 
sanctions on Iraq in response to Iraq's illegal 
invasion and occupation of Kuwait, a clear 
act of brutal aggression. The United States, 
together with the international community, 
is maintaining economic sanctions against 
Iraq because ‘the Iraqi regime has failed to 
comply fully with velovent United Nations 
Security Council resolutions. Iraqi compli- 
ance with these resolutions is necessary be- 
fore the United States will consider lifting 
economic sanctions. Security Council resolu- 
tions on Iraq call for the elimination of Iraqi 
weapons of mass destruction, Iraqi recogni- 
tion of Kuwait and the inviolability of the 
Iraq-Kuwait boundary, the release of Kuwaiti 
and other third-country nationals, compensa- 
tion for victims of Iraqi aggression, long-term 
monitoring of weapons of mass destruction 
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capabilities, the return of Kuwaiti assets sto- 
len during Iraq’s illegal occupation of Ku- 
wait, renunciation of terrorism, an end to in- 
ternal Iraqi repression of its own civilian pop- 
ulation, and the facilitation of access of inter- 
national relief organizations to all those in 
need in all parts of Iraq. Seven and a half 
years after the invasion, a pattern of defiance 
persists: a refusal to account for missing Ku- 
waiti detainees; failure to return Kuwaiti 
property worth millions of dollars, including 
military equipment that was used by Iraq in 
its movement of troops to the Kuwaiti border 
in October 1994; sponsorship of assassina- 
tions in Lebanon and in northern Iraq; in- 
complete declarations to weapons inspectors 
and refusal to provide immediate, uncondi- 
tional, and unrestricted access to sites by 
these inspectors; and ongoing widespread 
human rights violations. As a result, the U.N. 
sanctions remain in place; the United States 
will continue to enforce those sanctions 
under domestic authority. 

The Baghdad government continues to 
violate basic human rights of its own citizens 
through systematic repression of all forms of 
political expression, oppression of minorities, 
and denial of humanitarian assistance. The 
Government of Iraq has repeatedly said it 
= not comply with UNSCR 688 of April 

, 1991. The Iraqi military routinely harasses 
pedo of the north, and has att empted to 

“Arabize” the Kurdish, Turkomen, and As- 
syrian areas in the north. Iraq has not re- 
lented in its artillery attacks against civilian 
population centers in the south, or in its 
burning and draining operations in the south- 
ern marshes, which have forced thousands 
to flee to neighboring states. 

The policies and actions of the Saddam 
Hussein regime continue to pose an unusual 
and extraordinary threat to the national secu- 
rity and foreign policy of the United States, 
as well as to regional peace and security. The 
U.N. senslationn affirm that the Security 
Council be assured of Iraq’s peaceful inten- 
tions in judging its compliance with sanc- 
tions. Because of Iraq’s failure to comply 
fully with these resolutions, the United States 
will continue to apply economic sanctions to 
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deter it from threatening peace and stability 
in the region. 


William J. Clinton 
The White House, 
February 3, 1998. 


NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on February 4. 


Executive Order 13073—Year 2000 
Conversion 


February 4, 1998 


The American people expect reliable serv- 
ice from their Government and deserve the 
confidence that critical government functions 
dependent on electronic systems will be per- 
formed accurately and in a timely manner. 
Because of a design feature in many elec- 
tronic systems, a large number of activities 
in the public and private sectors could be 
at risk beginning in the year 2000. Some 
computer systems and other electronic de- 
vices will misinterpret the year “00” as 1900, 
rather than 2000. Unless appropriate action 
is taken, this flaw, known as the “Y2K prob- 
lem,” can cause systems that support those 
functions to compute erroneously or simply 
not run. Minimizing the Y2K problem will 
require a major technological and managerial 
effort, and it is critical that the United States 
Government do its part in addressing this 
challenge. 

Accordingly, by the authority vested in me 
as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, it is hereby 
ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. (a) It shall be the policy 
of the executive branch that agencies shall: 

(1) assure that no critical Federal program 
experiences disruption because of the Y2K 
problem; 

(2) assist and cooperate with State, local, 
and tribal governments to address the Y2K 
problem on those governments depend 
on Federal information or information tech- 
nology or the Federal Government is de- 
cadet on those governments to perform 
critical missions; 

(3) cooperate with the private sector oper- 
ators of critical national and local systems, 
including the banking and financial system, 
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the telecommunications system, the public 
health system, the transportation system, and 
the electric power generation system, in ad- 
dressing the Y2K problem; and 

(4) communicate with their foreign coun- 
terparts to raise awareness of and generate 
cooperative international arrangements to 
address the Y2K problem. 

(b) As used in this order, “agency” and 
“agencies” refer to Federal agencies that are 
not in the judicial or legislative branches. 

Sec. 2. Year 2000 Conversion Council. 
There is hereby established the President's 
Council on Year 2000 Conversion (the 
“Council”). 

(a) The Council shall be led by a Chair 
who shall be an Assistant to the President, 
and it shall be composed of one representa- 
tive from each of the executive departments 
and from such other Federal agencies as may 
be determined by the Chair of the Council 
(the “Chair”). 

(b) The Chair shall appoint a Vice Chair 
and assign other responsibilities for oper- 
ations of the council as he or she deems nec- 
essary. 

(c) The Chair shall oversee the activities 
of agencies to assure that their systems oper- 
ate smoothly through the year 2000, act as 
chief spokesperson on this issue for the exec- 
utive ame in national and international 
fora, provide policy coordination of executive 
branch activities with State, local, and tribal 
governments on the Y2K problem, and pro- 
mote appropriate Federal roles with respect 
to private sector activities in this area. 

(d) The Chair and the Director of the Of- 
fice of Management and Budget shall report 
jointly at least quarterly to me on the 
progress of agencies in addressing the Y2K 
problem. 

(e) The Chair shall identify such resources 
from agencies as the Chair deems necessary 
for the implementation of the policies set out 
in this pre consistent with applicable law. 

Sec. 3. Responsibilities of Agency Heads. 

(a) The head of each agency shall: 

(1) assure that efforts to address the Y2K 
problem receive the highest priority atten- 
tion in the agency and that the policies estab- 
lished in this order are carried out; and 

(2) cooperate to the fullest extent with the 
Chair by making available such information, 
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support, and assistance, including personnel, 

as the Chair may request to support the ac- 
complishment of the tasks assigned herein, 
consistent with applicable law. 

(b) The heads of executive departments 
and the agencies designated by the Chair 
under section 2(a) of this order shall identify 
a responsible official to represent the head 
of the executive department or agency on the 
Council with sufficient authority and experi- 
ence to commit agency resources to address 
the Y2K problem. 

Sec. 4. Responsibilities of Interagency and 
Executive Office Councils. Interagency coun- 
cils and councils within the Executive Office 
of the President, including the President’s 
Management Council, the Chief Information 
Officers Council, the Chief Financial Offi- 
cers Council, the President’s Council on In- 
tegrity and Efficiency, the Executive Council 
on Integrity and Efficiency, the National 
Science and Technology Council, the Na- 
tional Performance Review, the National 
Economic Council, the Domestic Policy 
Council, and the National Security Council 
shall provide assistance and support to the 
Chair upon the Chair’s request. 

Sec. 5. Judicial Review. This Executive 
order is intended only to improve the inter- 
nal management of the executive branch and 
does not create any right or benefit, sub- 
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or 
equity by a party against the United States, 
its agencies, or instrumentalties, its officers 
or employees, or any other person. 


William J. Clinton 
The White House, 
February 4, 1998 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., February 5, 1998] 


NOTE: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on February 6 


Remarks Announcing the High 
Hopes for College Initiative 


February 4, 1998 


Let’s give her a hand; she was great. Brav o! 
[Applause] Thank you very much. Fabiola, 
you can introduce me any time you want. 
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[Laughter] You were magnificent, and I 
know your family is very proud of you today. 

Mr. Vice President, thank you for all the 
work you've done on our education initia- 
tives. Secretary Riley, thank you for what you 
said and for what you've done. And I want 
to thank you and all your people, Leslie 
Thornton and the others who worked on this. 
I want to thank Gene Sperling—the Vice 
President has already blown his head up too 
big—{laughter|—but he has been working 
on this issue with deep personal conviction 
for 5 years. Now, all of you who know Gene 
know that since he never sleeps, that is the 
equivalent of 10 years’ work for anyone else. 
[Laughter] 

I thank Harris Wofford and all the people 
at AmeriCorps, including the young volun- 
teers who are here today; Linda Chavez- 
Thompson; and especially Congressman 
Chaka Fattah, for whom this has been a life 
passion. I thank the Members of Congress, 
both Republicans and Democrats, who are 
here and those who could not come today. 
We have an extraordinary representation 
from Congress among those who are here 
and among those who are not. I thank the 
college presidents who are here and the over 
300 they represent, and the heads of organi- 
zations who are here. 

And I think before I begin I should recog- 
nize a man who has been a mentor to all 
of us, and a great friend to Hillary and to 
me for many years, Mr. Eugene Lang, would 
you please stand. Thank you, and God bless 
you, sir, for everything you have done. [Ap- 
plause} Thank you. 

Since this is my only public appearance 
of the day, before I begin it is important, 
I think, to say a few words about the situation 
in Iraq. Later today, Secretary Albright is 
going to report to me about her intensive 
week of meetings with our friends in the Per- 
sian Gulf, Europe, and Russia. I’m encour- 
aged by the strong consensus she found that 
Iraq must fulfill all the United Nations Secu- 
rity Council resolutions and that it must allow 
international weapons inspectors full and un- 
fettered access to all suspect sites. All of us 
would prefer a genuine diplomatic solution. 
I want to reiterate that to every single Amer- 
ican. All of us would prefer a genuine diplo- 
matic solution. 
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The best way to stop Saddam from build- 
ing nuclear, biological, or chemical weapons 
is simply to get the international inspectors 
back to work with no restraints. Keep in 
mind, they have done a marvelous job. They 
have uncovered more weapons potential and 
weapons stores than were destroyed in the 
entire Gulf war. But I will say again, one way 
or the other, we are determined to deny Iraq 
the capacity to develop weapons of mass de- 
struction and the missiles to deliver them. 
That is our bottom line. [Applause] Thank 
you. 

Now, back to the moment. Last week in 
my State of the Union Address, when I spoke 
about what we had to do to strengthen Amer- 
ica for the 21st century, I said I wanted an 
America where everybody has a chance to 
work, where everyone has a chance to get 
ahead with that work, where people have the 
chance to live up to their God-given poten- 
tial, where our Government provides oppor- 
tunity and our citizens exhibit the respon- 
sibility to give something back to their com- 
munities. This is the kind of America the 
High Hopes initiative we announced today 
will put within our reach. 

Thanks to the new $1,500 HOPE scholar- 
ships, the lifetime learning tax credits, the 
education IRA’s, education grants for serving 
with AmeriCorps, streamlined loans, and ex- 
panded Pell grants, we have opened the 
doors to college wide to those willing and 
able to work for it. Now we have to make 
sure that all our students, especially those 
from our hardest pressed families, have a 
guardian angel helping to guide them to 
those doors and to make sure they are ready 
to walk through them. That’s what this is all 
about. 

You know, I was listening to Secre tary Ril- 
ey’s lilting southern accent, looking at the 
Vice Pre sident, thinking about all three of 
us white southerners up here, overrepre- 
sented on the platform—(laughter|—and re- 
membering the last 20 years that Dick Riley 
and I have worked together on these issues. 
There’s a reason we feel so passionately 
about this. 

When I was born in Arkansas, the per cap- 
ita income of my State was 56 percent of 
the national average. That’s what the average 
income was. And I came from a family with- 
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out a lot of money. Nobody in my family had 
ever been to college before, but by the time 
I got out of Ramble Grade School in Hot 
Springs, Arkansas, I never had any doubt that 
I was going to college. My family told me 
I was going to college; all my teachers told 
me I was going to college; all the people at 
my church told me I was going to college; 
everybody told me I was going to college. 
It never occurred to me that I wouldn’t go 
to college, and yet no one in my family had 
ever been to college before. I was in an envi- 
ronment which made it very difficult for me 
to fail. That’s the environment I want for 
every child in America. 

Now, Congressman Fattah has a similar 
story. His grandmother set him early on his 
path to college. She used to tell him and his 
five brothers, “Unless you’re dead or dying, 
you're going to school.” [Laughter] Appar- 
ently, the acorn does not fall far from the 
tree. I just found out that on this, perhaps 
the most important day of his public service, 
Chaka Fattah would not let his son, Chip, 
come to the ceremony because he wouldn't 
permit him to miss class. 

But you know, a lot of our young students 
are not as lucky. They grow up without realiz- 
ing how important or how possible college 
is. There may not be anyone in their homes 
to push them to take algebra, to take those 
other classes that are important to college. 
They probably don’t know how to secure 
scholarships or grants or loans. And maybe 
most important, there may not be anybody 
pumping them up with hopes and dreams. 

That’s why we have to make mentorship 
a way of life in America. The High Hopes 
initiative will enlist colleges and community 
groups to form partnerships with thousands 
of middle schools and give more than a mil- 
lion students both the information and the 
inspiration to seize the opportunity of col- 
lege. 

Our balanced budget for 1999 includes 
$140 million to help these groups harness the 
power of citizen service and reach out to stu- 
dents, no later than seventh grade, and work 
with them all the way to high school gradua- 
tion. Trained mentors and role models will 
help children pick challenging courses, tutor 
them when they need some extra help, take 
them on college visits and other academic 





Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Feb. 5 


field trips, and help them during the college 
application process. 

And with Representative Fattah’s leader- 
ship, we will make sure children and their 
parents receive a 21st Century Scholar cer- 
tificate telling them how much aid for college 
they will receive well in advance, so they will 
never have any doubt that if they do their 
part they can, in fact, go on to college. 

I want to thank the more than 300 college 
presidents and more than 50 major edu- 
cation, religious, civil rights, and service 
groups who have embraced this initiative. 
And to show you the depth of support— 
we've already seen how many Members of 
Congress have come here for this today— 
I'd like to ask the leaders of these groups 
and the college presidents who are here 
today to stand and be recognized. Look at 
them. Thank you very much. [Applause] 
Thank you. 

Again, I want to thank the Republican and 
Democratic Members of Congress who are 
here. I want to thank Linda Chavez-Thomp- 
son and the rest of the members of my race 
advisory board for their help with this initia- 
tive. They found already that early mentoring 
and tutoring has made a remarkable dif- 
ference in the lives of minority students. And 
they believe, as I do, that these High Hope 
Scholarships Partnerships—will help close 
our Nation’s opportunity gap and help us to 
build that one America. 

I want to thank General Colin Powell and 
the people who are working in the Presi- 
dents’ Summit on Service. Remember, when 
we had that summit, they identified making 
sure that every child in America who needed 
it had a mentor as one of the five things we 
ought to be able to guarantee to all of Ameri- 
ca’s children. 

I want to thank, as I said, Eugene Lang, 
and all others who have gone into their per- 
sonal pockets to give children this kind of 
guarantee long before the rest of us were 
involved in the endeavor. 

The High Hopes Partnerships are just one 
of the ways we're working to raise expecta- 
tions and lift the sights of our young people. 
Because we know that high school drop-out 
rates are still too high, especially among His- 
panic students, the Vice President just an- 
nounced a $600 million effort to focus more 
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classroom attention on those most at risk. 
We're also expanding Head Start to a million 
children; enlisting thousands more college 
students to make sure all our 8-year-olds can 
read; working to add 100,000 qualified teach- 
ers to the first, second, and third grades to 
get average class size down to 18; challenging 
our States to adopt high academic standards 
and to ensure that all our children master 
the basics. 

In every community in this country, there 
are children with an enormous ability, who 
just need a little spark to go on to great 
things. There’s a child in rural Tennessee 
who, with a helping hand and a higher edu- 
cation, will go on to a career in medical re- 
search; a child in Southwest Washington 
who, with the guidance of a caring college 
student, will go on to become a college presi- 
dent; a first generation American in Texas 
who might go on to become President of the 
United States. 

We have to have high hopes for all of our 
children. And we have to make them know 
that they can have high hopes for themselves. 
A great nation that aspires to even greater 
things in a new century in a new millennium 
cannot afford to leave a single child behind. 
And we don’t intend to. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2:40 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Fabiola Tafolla, a recent college 
graduate and mentorship program participant who 
introduced the President; Leslie Thornton, Chief 
of Staff, Department of Education; Eugene Lang, 
founder and chairman emeritus, “I Have a 
Dream” Foundation; and Gen. Colin Powell, USA 
(Ret.), chairman, America’s Promise—The Alli- 
ance For Youth. 


Remarks at the National Prayer 
Breakfast 


February 5, 1998 


Thank you very much. Thank you very 
much to my good friend and sometimes golf- 
ing partner, Senator Akaka, to all the Mem- 
bers of Congress here, Reverend Graham, 
other head table guests, ladies and gentle- 
men, especially to the organizers of this won- 
derful event. 
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For 5 years now, Hillary and I have looked 
forward to this day. For me it’s a day in which 
I can be with other people of faith and pray 
and ask for your prayers, both as President 
and as just another child of God. I have done 
it for 5 years, and I do so again today. 

At each of these breakfasts, from our 
shared experiences and our prayers, God’s 
grace always seems to come, bringing 
strength and wisdom and peace. Today 
come more than anything else to say thank 
you. First, thank you, Connie Mack, for your 
wonderful message and the power of your 
example. I also thank all of you here for many 
things in the last 5 years and ask your help 
in helping us to work together to make our 
Nation better and the work that God has sent 
me to do and you to do. 

I thank you for helping me to strike blows 
for religious liberty—with the work so many 
of you in this room have done to help us 
to protect the rights of Federal employees 
to follow their faith at work—our students 
in school. In particular, I want to thank Rev- 
erend Don Argue, the former president of 
the National Association of Evangelicals, and 

Rabbi Arthur Schneier and the Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Newark, Theodore 
McCarrick, who next week will go to China 
to look into religious practices there and to 
begin a dialog there in the hopes that a part 
of our re lationship with China will be about 
our concern for the kind of religious liberty 
we have practiced here this morning. 

I thank so many of you in the community 
of faith who have worked with the Govern- 
ment in partnership to help move poor fami- 
lies from welfare to work, to honor the scrip- 
ture that our friend Dorothy Height read 
today. And I ask more of you to join in. I 
thank those of you who have been respon- 
sible for working with me—and I see Senator 
Grassley out there and Harris Wofford 
here—to bring communities of faith into the 
circle of national service. 

We now have 5,000 young Americans 
working with religious organizations earning 
the AmeriCorps scholarship to go to college 
with after they serve with their community 
of faith wherever they live in America. And 
the Congress has provided for many more 
positions, and I ask you to help us to enlist 
more young Americans to give meaning to 
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their lives, to live out their faith, and to help 
make our country a better place. 

I thank you for the prayers, the letters, the 
scriptural instruction that I have gotten from 
so many of you and many others around this 
country in recent weeks and, indeed, in the 
last 5 years. And I ask that they continue. 

Finally, I couldn’t help thinking when 
Connie Mack was talking that what we all 
need very much is to take what we feel when 
we're here every year and keep it close with 
us when we leave here ev ery year, day-in and 
day-out, week-in and week-out, in good times 
and bad. And I ask for your help in that. 

We have a difficult decision that we are 
facing now, as a country and our administra- 
tion, because of the concern all Americans 
have that we not expose our children, if we 
can help it, to the dangers of chemical and 
biological warfare. And last night I came 
across a scripture verse that a friend of mine 
sent me in the last 72 hours that I had not 
had the chance to read, a prayer of King Sol- 
omon that I ask you to keep in mind as we 
face this decision. Solomon said in 1 Kings, 
“I am only a little child, and I do not know 
how to carry out my duties. Your servant is 
here among people you have chosen, a great 
people, too numerous to count or number. 
So give your servant a discerning heart to 
govern your people and to distinguish be- 
tween right and wrong, for who is able to 
govern this great people of yours.” 

I also ask for your prayers as we work to- 
gether to continue to take our country to 
higher ground and to remember the admoni- 
tion of Micah, which I try to repeat to myself 
on a very regular basis. I ask your prayers 
that I and we might act aes and love me rey 
and walk humbly with our God. 

Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:11 a.m. in the 
International Ballroom at the Washington Hilton 
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to evangelist 

ev. Billy Graham; Senator Connie Mack; Rev. 
Don Argue, president, National Association of 
Evangelicals; Rabbi Arthur Schneier, president, 
Appeal of Conscience Foundation; and Dorothy 
Height, chairman of the board, National Council 
of Negro Women 
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Remarks Welcoming Prime Minister 
Tony Blair of the United Kingdom 
February 5, 1998 


Thank you very much. Mr. Prime Minister, 
Mrs. Blair, members of the British delega- 
tion, welcome to America and to the White 
House. We apologize for the rain, but the 
Sun is shining in our hearts today because 
you are here. Today we celebrate the un- 
breakable bond between our two nations. It 
led the fight for freedom in the 20th century, 
and we set our sights now on renewing our 
alliance for a new century with all its promise 
and challenge. 

At the heart of all we have done and all 
we will do together in the future is the 
unshakable conviction that our people have 
the inalienable right to pursue their dreams 
in peace, security, and freedom, and the sure 
knowledge that we can always depend upon 
each other to stand for that conviction to- 


gether. 


These are good times for the people of 


the United States and Great Britain. Free- 
dom and democracy are taking hold around 
the world. In both our nations, a vibrant new 
economy is growing, rooted in new ideas, 
new technologies, new scientific break- 
throughs, changing the way we live and learn, 
the way we work and compete, the way to 
relate to each other and the rest of the world. 

In both our nations we have moved to 
build a government for the 21st century 
going beyond the dogmas of the past, focused 
on giving our people the tools to make the 
most of their own lives: a world-class edu- 
cation, the ability to move from welfare to 
work, a system of retirement security as 
strong for our children as it has been for our 
parents. In this new era, a new Britain and 
a new America, true to our oldest and most 
cherished values, can blaze new paths for the 
world. 

Our 21st century alliance, by example and 
exertion, must protect the promise we are 
working so hard to secure. We will stand to- 
gether for peace, as in Bosnia where our 
troops are working side by side to secure the 
Dayton accords. We will search the new solu- 
tions to stubborn strife, as in Northern Ire- 
land, where the Prime Minister's courageous 
leadership and the determined efforts of the 
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Irish Government are clearing a pathway to 
peace. We will stand against those who defy 
the will of the international community, 
bringing terrorists to justice in the case of 
Pan Am 103, maintaining stability in the Per- 
sian Gulf, where the British aircraft carrier 
Invincible is patrolling the waters alongside 
our U.S. Fleet, something that our men and 
women in uniform find great strength in, Mr. 
Prime Minister. 

Our 21st century alliance embraces the 
idea of a Europe strong, prosperous, demo- 
cratic, and undivided for the first time in his- 
tory. So as Britain maintains its friendship 
with America, it is playing a leading role in 
shaping that new Europe: a healthy Euro- 
pean Union, reaching out to new members; 
a strong NATO taking in new allies; practical 
partnerships with new democracies, includ- 
ing Russia and Ukraine, all important steps 
on the road to a more peaceful 21st century. 

Mr. Prime Minister, the earliest English 
settlers who came to this country had the 
vision to see over the horizon. Like them, 
you have shown the foresight, the imagina- 
tion, the daring to envision a new world and 
the determination to make that vision real. 
You have invigorated Britain, issued an ex- 
hilarating challenge for a proud people 
whose best days, clearly, still lie ahead. 

T.S. Eliot, who has been variously claimed 
by both our countries, once wrote in the 
“Four Quartets,” “The end is where we start 
from.” At the end of a century of friendship, 
let us pledge to connect our storied past to 
the unwritten promise of our future. Mr. 
Prime Minister, welcome to the United 
States. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:09 a.m. in the 
Grand Foyer at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to the Prime Minister’s wife, Cherie. 


Remarks Prior to Discussions With 
Prime Minister Blair and an 
Exchange With Reporters 
February 5, 1998 


The President. Sorry about the rain, guys. 
Let me just say, to start out, the reason we're 
kind of hanging around like this is we're 
about to go into the back dining room there 
so we can have a working lunch. And I’m 
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looking forward to this. We're going to have 
2 good days, and we have a lot to discuss, 
not only Iraq, which everyone knows about, 
and Ireland but also the plans that we're 
making together, or at least in common, for 
our countries domestically and a lot of other 
issues that will affect both the people of 
Great Britain and the people of the United 
States. This is going to be a good meeting. 


Independent Counsel’s Investigation 


Q. Mr. President, would you like to use 
this occasion to tell the American people 
what kind of relationship, if any, you had with 
Monica Lewinsky? 

The President. Well, I've already said that 
the charges are false. But there is an ongoing 
investigation, and I think it’s important that 
I go back and do the work for the American 
people that I was hired to do. I think that’s 
what I have to do now. 

Q. Are you going to assert executive privi- 
lege, sir? 

The President. First, let me make it clear, 
for 4 years we've been cooperating exhaus- 
tively. And that’s a hypothetical question, as 
far as I know. Should it arise, I will await 
a recommendation from the White House 
Counsel about the institutional responsibil- 
ities of the Presidency. And then, when I get 
it, then I'll make a decision. 


Situation in Iraq 


Q. Mr. President, there are a lot of Repub- 
lican leaders and armchair generals who want 
you to change your policy toward Iraq and 
to take out Saddam. What is your feeling 
about that now? 

The President. Well, I would make two— 
first of all—and I believe that the Prime Min- 
ister has also made this point—what is the 
cause of the present standoff? It is the sus- 
pension of the inspections by the United Na- 
tions inspectors and the restrictions on where 
they can inspect. Our interest is in preventing 
Saddam Hussein from building biological, 
chemical, nuclear weapons capability, the 
missiles to deliver such weapons. That is our 
interest. That’s where the authority from the 
United Nations resolutions rests. That’s the 
first thing. 

Now, the second thing, as a practical mat- 
ter we can pursue that interest with available 
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options. Would the Iraqi people be better 
off if there were a change in leadership? I 
certainly think they would be. But that is not 
what the United Nations has authorized us 
to do; that is not what our immediate interest 
is about. 

Now, we intend to be very firm on this, 
and I hope that we will have the world com- 
munity with us. But what I really hope most 
of all is that there will be a diplomatic resolu- 
tion of this, that Saddam Hussein will move 
away from his present position. 

Q. But if you were to order military strikes, 
I mean, they would not be directed specifi- 
cally at him? 

The President. Well, first of all, there’s 
an Executive order that’s been in place for 
over 20 years on that subject. 

Q. Does that apply? 

The President. It does. But let’s not dis- 
cuss hypothetically what targets might be 
there or what we might do. I think it is im- 
portant that he understand that we are very 


resolute on the issue of the inspection sys- 


tem. And it’s not an American issue. You 
might want to ask the Prime Minister about 
that. 

Q. Are you saying there’s an order to take 
him out? 

The President. No, no, no. No, no, I was 
referring to the Executive order, I believe 
first issued by President Ford, saying that it 
is against—that political killing, or assassina- 
tion if you will, is against American foreign 
policy interests, that we don’t do that. But 
we are very firm in our resolve. And I was 
very heartened by the Prime Minister’s state- 
ment in the White House there about his 
position. 

Q. Are you concerned that Mr. Yeltsin’s 
comments about the possibility of leading to- 
wards a war—I know he backed off that a 
little bit, but what are your views on that? 

The President. Well, I doubt that that 
would happen. We had a good talk the other 
day, President Yeltsin and I did. And I know 
that he very much hopes that a violent con- 
frontation can be avoided. So do I. But in 
the end, it is up to Saddam Hussein. It is 
not up to the rest of us. I haven't talked to 
a single soul who hopes there will be some 
sort of violent encounter here, not a soul. 
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Prime Minister Blair. That’s absolutely 
right. 

Q. There are a lot of diplomatic efforts 
by the French and the Russians in Baghdad 
right now. Do you think they can bear fruit 
and avoid a military strike? 

Prime Minister Blair. Everyone hopes 
that a diplomatic solution is available and can 
work. We all want that. But I think all of 
our experience with Saddam Hussein teaches 
us that diplomacy has very little chance of 
working unless it is clear to him that if diplo- 
macy does not work, then the threat and the 
reality of force is there. 

And the reason why it’s important for us 
to take the position we are, is because over 
these past few years the U.N. weapons in- 
spectors have uncovered literally thousands 
of chemical weapons; they've discovered bio- 
logical warfare capability; they've discovered 
the beginnings of nuclear capability. It is for 
that very reason that the inspectors are there. 
It’s for that very reason that the U.N. has 


made it quite clear that the U.N. inspectors 
have got to go in, so that we destroy that 
capability to develop weapons of mass de- 
struction. 

And I think that the entire international 
community, whatever varying degrees of en- 
thusiasm for using the military option, under- 


stands that Saddam Hussein has to be 
stopped and that it is absolutely essential in 
the long-term interests of world peace that 
we make sure that he can’t develop these 
weapons of mass destruction, because he is 
a man who’s used those weapons before. He 
will use them again if he’s give the oppor- 
tunity to do so. 


Middle East Peace Process 


Q. Mr. Prime Minister, aside from your 
role on Iraq, do you have a specific role in 
the Middle East peace process now? 

Prime Minister Blair. Well, we obviously 
want to do everything we can, both as Great 
Britain and also as the President of the Euro- 
pean Union at the moment, to back up the 
efforts that are being made here to try and 
secure a peace settlement in the Middle 
East. I myself have both seen and cor- 
responded regularly with Prime Minister 
Netanyahu and Yasser Arafat, and we con- 
tinue the whole time to see what we can do 
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to move that process forward, because there 
is a process underway. It is a very difficult 
situation at the moment. But as we know 
from our own attempts to secure peace in 
Northern Ireland, if we don’t try and push 
these processes forward, they very quickly 
slip back. So I think there is a great deal 
of urgency there, and we will obviously work 
with our American colleagues to see what we 
can do to help. 

The President. We're going to talk about 
this quite a bit. I view the Prime Minister's 
interest in the Middle East in a very positive 
light. As you know, we are working—Sec- 
retary Albright has been working very hard 
to jumpstart these negotiations again, to get 
them through this next phase so we can go 
on to final status talks. And we're going to 
need all the help we can. And we need all 
the help we can in the world to rebuild the 
economic fabric, as well as—of the Palestin- 
ian areas—as well as a climate of confidence 
and trust between all the parties. So I’m 
hopeful we can make some headway, and 
we're going to talk about it. 


Independent Counsel’s Investigation 


Q. Are you prepared to answer any ques- 
tions on the Monica matter tomorrow? 

The President. 1 can only say—I've said 
the charges aren’t true. There’s an investiga- 
tion going on. And while that’s going on, it’s 
my duty to keep doing the job I was hired 
to do by the American people, and that’s my 
position. 

Q. Don’t tell them anything we didn’t find 
out. 

The President. Don’t worry, I give you 
my word on that. I'll protect you. 

Q. Thank you. 


[At this point, one group of reporters left the 
room, and another group entered. | 


Situation in Iraq 


Q. Does the fact that you’re drawing up 
a battle plan mean that action against Iraq 
is now well nigh inevitable? 

The President. No, no. That’s up to Sad- 
dam Hussein. I do not want a conflict. I don’t 
believe the Prime Minister wants a conflict. 
I want a diplomatic resolution of this. But 
we know from the sheer volume and diversity 
of material that has been found by the 





206 


UNSCOM inspectors since 1991 that Sad- 
dam Hussein had been aggressively pursuing 
a weapons of mass destruction program, in- 
cluding biological and chemical weapons, as 
well as the capability to deliver them by mis- 
sile. 

Now, what we want is for the U.N. inspec- 
tors to be able to do their job, to finish look- 
ing at all the sites, and then for monitors to 
be able to check on a regular basis to make 
sure there’s no rebuilding. It’s as simple as 
that. And if that assurance can be given in 
reasonable form, that anyone with sound 
judgment would accept, then nothing is inev- 
itable here. No one wants this. This is about 
trying to protect our children and their world 
in the next century from chemical and bio- 
logical weapons. 

Q. Could I ask you both if you believe 
you can undertake military action despite the 
vociferous opposition from the Russians and 
clear opposition from the French and the 
Chinese as well, because it does seem that 
the two of you are somewhat against the grain 
of international opinion at the moment? 

Prime Minister Blair. Well, 1 certainly 
wouldn't accept that. I believe that there is 
a very clear understanding in the inter- 
national community that the U.N. security 
resolutions about the weapons inspections 
have to be upheld. Saddam Hussein, after 
all, agreed at the end of the Gulf war that 
he was going to allow the inspectors in in 
order to destroy all the weapons of mass de- 
struction. They have been, as the President 
has just been saying, for the last 6 years carry- 
ing out their work. They have uncovered vast 
arsenals of weapons and the possibility of 
making many more. So it’s absolutely clear, 
I think, to everybody in the international 
community, that Saddam Hussein has to be 
stopped, that the capability to develop these 
weapons of mass destruction has to be de- 
stroyed and taken out. And of course we want 
to do that by diplomatic means. We all do. 
No one wants a conflict. But the bottom line 
has got to be that he is prevented from devel- 
oping those weapons of mass destruction and 
brought back into line with the agreements 
that he entered into and is now in breach 
of. 

The President. I think, to be fair, the Rus- 
sians and the French have made strenuous 
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efforts to get Saddam Hussein to comply, to 
do something reasonable and consistent with 
the United Nations resolutions. I think they 
share many of our frustrations. They started 
from a different place. But we are working 
very hard. I’ve had good conversations with 
President Yeltsin, with President Chirac, and 
with others around the world. We will con- 
tinue to work to try to build the strongest 
consensus we can. 

But let me say that the best solution is 
to have the weapons inspection program re- 
inserted, have all the sites open, and have 
some system for regular monitoring. If you 
look at the astonishing results they have 
achieved—far more weapons, bigger volume 
of chemical and biological stocks found and 
destroyed by these UNSCOM inspectors 
than was destroyed during the Gulf war— 
that is the answer. And it’s up to Saddam 
Hussein. No one wants a battle over this. 

But if you think about the potential even 
a small amount of biological agent—the dam- 
age, the number of people that can be 
killed—if you think about the potential of it 
and you think about the evidence we have 
that the Prime Minister mentioned earlier, 
that he had actually used chemical weapons 
on the Iranians and on the Kurds, his own 
people, the United Nations resolution is 
right, and it needs to be seen through. 


Northern Ireland Peece Process 


Q. Mr. President, we’ve had a few rocky 
weeks in the Ulster peace process. How opti- 
mistic are you that a solution can be found? 

The President. Well, the thing I found 
heartening is that with these various actions, 
violent actions, that the main bedrock par- 
ties—nobody has quit yet. There was a time 
when with this level of provocation the whole 
thing would have just come apart. And I 
think that’s a tribute to the trust that the par- 
ties have in the Prime Minister. I think it’s 
a tribute to the efforts of the Irish Govern- 
ment. And frankly I think it reflects an un- 
derstanding by the people who are around 
the edges of this process that the vast major- 
ity of the people of Northern Ireland want 
a peaceful resolution to this. 

So for those reasons, even though I don’t 
minimize for a moment the enormous hur- 
dles that lie ahead, I’m fairly optimistic. I 
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think the fact that the blows that have been 
rained on this process by people who thought 
that if they could go out and kill a few people 
it would come apart—the fact that it hasn't 
is a tribute to the Prime Minister, to the Irish 
Government, to the people of Northern Ire- 
land working for peace, and to the public 
in Northern Ireland. That’s where they are. 
They want this worked out in a peaceful way. 


Public Responsibilities 


Q. Can we take it from what you said on 
TV this morning that it matters what politi- 
cians get up to in their private lives? And 
could ] ask you also whether you have any 
reason to be jealous of President Clinton in 
any way? 

The President. 1 don’t think so. [Laugh- 
ter] 

Prime Minister Blair. What I was saying, 
so that I can repeat it for you very, very clear- 
ly, is that what is important is that we focus 
on the issues, which are the issues that we 


were elected to focus upon by our people. 
And from my own point of view, what I was 
elected to do was to sort out the school sys- 
tem that wasn’t working under the last Con- 


servative government, sort out our welfare 
state, make sure that we produced a stable, 
well-managed economic situation, rebuild 
our relations with Europe, put through the 
program of constitutional change, developed 
the possibility of peace in Northern Ireland, 
tackled the issues of crime in our streets, 
dealt with the international problems we face 
like Iraq in a proper, mature, and sensitive 
way. And that’s precisely what we're doing, 
and that is what people would expect us to 
do. That is what, actually, our people want 
us to do, the people in Britain and the people 
in America. 


Independent Counsel’s Investigation 


Q. Might I just ask, sir, what is your next 
move with regard to the Kenneth Starr inves- 
tigation? Is there going to come a time soon 
when you will again be able to address the 
American people and perhaps give them a 
fuller explanation of your relationship with 
this young woman? 

The President. Let me just say what I just 
said to the American press. I have already 
denied the legal charges, strongly, and I do 
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so again. But there is an ongoing investiga- 
tion. Under those circumstances, the right 
thing for me to do is to go back and do the 
job the American people hired me to do, and 
that’s what I am doing. And I feel very com- 
fortable with it. I feel good about where we 
are. I’m gratified by the response of the 
American people to the State of the Union 
and the plans I have for the coming year. 
And I'm going back to work. 


United Kingdom-U.S. Relations 


Q. Mr. President—{inaudible|—impor- 
tant your relationship with the Prime Min- 
ister is? 

The President. | think the relationship of 
the United States and Great Britain is very 
important. It is changing; it is maturing. Brit- 
ain is a clear leader in forging a new Europe, 
and a lot of interesting questions have to be 
worked out. 

Q. But 
chemistry? 

The President. Let me finish. But I think 
if you look at the success of the British econ- 
omy, if you look at the commitment that Brit- 
ain has to the kind of internal reforms under 
Prime Minister Blair's leadership that we 
have tried to undertake here, if you look at 
the things we have in common, and if you 
look at the—[inaudible|—I think that it’s not 
surprising that there would be very good per- 
sonal chemistry between us. I think it’s good 
for the people of your country, good for the 
people of our country, that we recognize that 
we share values, we share interests, and now 
we have a common vision of the future. And 
I personally feel very good about it. I think 
it will help us in a whole variety of ways. 

But I have to say I’ve never accepted the 
idea that there was ever an end to the so- 
called special relationship between the 
United States and Britain. I don’t believe 
that. But I think the fact that he and I have— 
are sort of on the same wavelength about the 
present and the future is something that may 
well redound to the benefit of both our peo- 
ple. I certainly hope it does, and it’s some- 
thing I enjoy very much. 

Q. What is this 21st century alliance you 
talked about? 

The President. Well, I talked about it in 
there. I mean, if you look at what we did 


your personal—{inaudible] 
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in Bosnia, I think that’s a pretty good indica- 
tion of the kind of things we'll have to do 
in the 21st century. Basically, what are the 
great questions of the 21st century? Will this 
explosion of markets and the movement of 
people around the world and the movement 
of ideas and the movement of technology, 
will it lead to greater prosperity for all or 
just for a few? Will it lead to a stronger sense 
of global community, or will it lead to more 
chaos? 

If you know what the answer is that you 
want, then it makes it easier to decide that 
you ought to do what we did together in Bos- 
nia, just for example. 

No one can chart the future with exac- 
titude, but I think the fact that we have the 
same orientation and the same—where try- 
ing to build the same future for our children 
increases the chances that together we'll be 
able to make a difference. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:01 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; 
President Boris Yeltsin of Russia; and President 
Jacques Chirac of France. The President also re- 
ferred to Executive Order 11905, United States 
Foreign Intelligence Activities, signed by Presi- 
dent Gerald Ford on February 18, 1976, which 
was superseded by Executive Order 12036, signed 
by President Jimmy Carter on January 24, 1978. 
A tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks. 


Remarks at Montgomery Blair High 
School in Silver Spring, Maryland 
February 5, 1998 


The President. Thank you. Let’s give the 
band a hand. Are they good or what? [Ap- 
plause| Thank you. Thank you very much. 

First of all. I want to thank Elizabeth for 
her introduction, and Nikole for her intro- 
duction of Prime Minister Blair. Weren't you 
proud of your fellow students today? [Ap- 
plause] They were great. 

Governor, Senator, Members of Congress, 
Nancy, all the faculty and administration staff 
here at Montgomery Blair High School, we 
are very glad to be here. I want to paraphrase 
something President Kennedy said when he 
and his wife went to Paris: I now will go down 
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in history as the man who accompanied Tony 
Blair to Montgomery Blair High School. 

I want all of you to know that in years 
to come you will be very glad you were here 
for many reasons. But one of them is that 
Hillary and I are convinced, based on our 
friendship with Prime Minister Blair and his 
wonderful wife, Cherie, that they are going 
to make truly historic contributions to the 
world of the 21st century, and you are a part 
of that because you invited him here today, 
and I thank you for that. 

I want to just say a couple of things very 
briefly about this whole issue of education. 
You know that we just were in your computer 
room and we were E-mailing students in 
England. And I was thinking about how the 
first time I went to England, 30 years ago 
this year, I went on a ship and it took me 
6 days. Now, people can look at me over a 
computer, and we can communicate in a 
matter of seconds. 

One of the biggest questions we have to 
face as a people, and one of the great ques- 
tions they're facing in Great Britain, is 
whether or not this new technology-driven, 
information-driven, scientifically exploding 
world all of you will live in will work to the 
benefit of all of our people without regard 
to their racial, their ethnic, their religious 
background, their income, or will it just ben- 
efit even more people who are privileged by 
birth to have a high income and then can 
get a good education? I am committed to 
making sure that every single American child 
is a part of the 21st century revolution. 

And I just want to say that the first thing 
that I tried to do was to open the doors of 
college to everyone who would work for it. 
And I believe I can look at every one of you 
today and say, because of the HOPE scholar- 
ship, a $1,500 tax credit for the first 2 years 
of college, because of the lifetime learning 
credit, because of more Pell grants and more 
work study positions and more national serv- 
ice positions and better student loans with 
better repayment terms—if you will work for 
it, you can go to college in American today. 
You can do it, and that’s important. 

And now what we have to do in our coun- 
try 

Audience member. We love you! 

The President. Thank you. 
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What we've got to do is to make sure that 
every American has access to the best ele- 
mentary and secondary education in the 
world. And in order to do that, we have to 
do a lot of things. If you saw the State of 
the Union the other night, I talked about it. 
I want to lower class sizes in the first three 
grades to 18. I want to help build new class- 
rooms or remodel them in 5,000 schools so 
we can deal with the problems of overcrowd- 
ing. I want to help to lift standards in the 
poorest school districts in America. And | 
want to make sure we hook up every class- 
room and library in every school in America 
to the Internet by the year 2000. 

There are two things I want to say about 
this, and one of them you know I’m accurate 
about. The first thing is, it’s one thing to say 
we can hook up the schools and the class- 
rooms and another thing for the schools to 
be able to afford it. So the Federal Commu- 
nications Commission—and we have some 
members here from the FCC—have given 
a $2 billion education discount to the schools 
of America so all our schools can afford to 
be on the Internet by the year 2000. 

And the second thing I want to say is that 
a lot of school teachers are like the President; 
they're sort of technologically challenged. 
[Laughter] And there are a lot of classes in 
America where the kids know a whole lot 
more about the Internet than their teachers 
do, right? 

So now we can laugh about it and have 
a lot of fun, but if our objective is to make 
sure that every single child can tap the full 
potential of the information age, then every 
single teacher must be in a position to know 
all he or she needs to know. So we are also 
investing to make sure that from now on, 
every newly certified teacher will be trained 
to know at least as much, if not more, about 
those computers and the Internet and com- 
munications as the students in the classroom. 
That is important. 

I want to make this last point. Prime Min- 
ister Blair complimented you on your school 
spirit, and we loved it when you cheered 
when we came in, all of you, and we thank 
you. But look around this room, look around, 
look at each other. This is a picture of Amer- 
ica in the 21st century. People from all back- 
grounds, all walks of life, all—{applause] 


209 


and what you have to believe with all your 
heart and soul is that if you get an education, 
you can live out your dreams. And if all of 
you get an education, we can prove that 
America can accommodate all this diversity 
and grow stronger by the values we have in 
common; that we will only grow stronger and 
more prosperous and give more opportuni- 
ties to more people to live out their dreams 
if we can give everybody a good education 
and then we prove that we can get along, 
across the lines that divide us, as one Amer- 
ica. That’s the America I want you to help 
me build for the new century. 

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank 


you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 3:50 p.m. in the 
gymnasium. In his remarks, he referred to Eliza- 
beth O’Brien, student, and Nikole Sara Bender, 
vice president, student government, Montgomery 
Blair High School; Gov. Parris N. Glendening of 
Maryland; Senator Barbara A. Mikulski; and 
Nancy King, preside nt, Montgomery County 
board of education. The transcript made avs ailable 
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included 
the remarks of Prime Minister Blair. 


Statement on Child Care Legislation 
February 5, 1998 


Earlier this week, I submitted my budget 
proposal to Congress. I am proud that this 
x sneer first balanced budget in a gen- 
eration—includes an ambitious initiative to 
make child care better, safer, and more af- 
fordable. Yesterday we moved closer to 
achieving meaningful child care legislation 
because of an important step taken by Sen- 
ator Chris Dodd and many of his Democratic 
colleagues in the Senate. Senator Dodd has 
introduced a comprehensive child care pack- 
age that, like mine, significantly increases 
child care subsidies for poor children, pro- 
vides greater tax relief to help low- and mid- 
dle-income families pay for child care, cre- 
ates a tax credit for businesses that provide 
child care for their employees, increases 
after-school opportunities for children, pro- 
motes early learning, and improves child care 
quality. 

In putting forward this proposal, Senator 
Dodd and his cosponsors have built on their 
longstanding commitment to improving child 
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care for our Nation’s children. I was also 
pleased that last week a group of Republicans 
introduced a promising child care proposal. 
I look forward to working with the Congress 
on a bipartisan basis to enact child care legis- 
lation this year that will help Americans fulfill 
their responsibilities as workers, and even 
more importantly, as parents. 


Statement on the Fifth Anniversary 
of the Family and Medical Leave Act 
February 5, 1998 


On this fifth anniversary of the Family and 
Medical Leave Act, I am happy to report that 
this law has been good for America’s families 
and good for this country’s businesses. Be- 
fore I signed this bill into law, the United 
States was the only industrialized nation 
without a national family and medical leave 
policy. Workers shouldn’t have to choose be- 
tween their families and their jobs when a 
child is born or a parent is sick. This law 
keeps many workers from having to make 
that choice. 

Many American families continue to face 
a serious shortage—a shortage of time need- 
ed to balance work and family obligations. 
Over a year ago I called upon Congress to 
expand the Family and Medical Leave Act 
to allow 24 additional hours of leave each 
year so that parents can participate in chil- 
dren’s activities or so that family members 
may take children or elderly relatives to med- 
ical or dental appointments or for other pro- 
fessional services. This law deserves support 
and expansion so it can continue to work for 
American workers, their families, and their 
employers. 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Report of the 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities 

February 5, 1998 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I am pleased to present to you the 1996 
annual report of the National Endowment 
for the Humanities (NEH), the Federal 
agency charged with fostering scholarship 
and enriching the ideas and wisdom born of 
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the humanities. The agency supports an im- 
pressive range of projects encompassing the 
worlds of history, literature, philosophy, and 
culture. Through these projects, Americans 
of all walks of life are able to explore and 
share in the uniqueness of our Nation’s 
democratic experience. 

The activities of the NEH touch tens of 
millions of our citizens—from the youngest 
students to the most veteran professors, to 
men and women who simply strive for a 
greater appreciation of our Nation’s past, 
present, and future. The NEH has supported 
projects as diverse as the widely viewed doc- 
umentary, The West, and research as special- 
ized as that conducted on the Lakota Tribe. 
Small historical societies have received sup- 
port, as have some of the Nation’s largest 
cultural institutions. 

Throughout our history, the humanities 
have provided Americans with the knowl- 
edge, insights, and perspectives needed to 
move ourselves and our civilization forward. 
Today, the NEH remains vitally important 
to promoting our Nation’s culture. Not only 
does its work continue to add immeasurably 
to our civic life, it strengthens the democratic 
spirit so essential to our country and our 
world on the eve of a new century. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
February 5, 1998. 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting the Extension of the 
Poland-United States Fisheries 
Agreement and Documentation 
February 5, 1998 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management Act 
(16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), I transmit herewith 
an Agreement between the Government of 
the United States of America and the Gov- 
ernment of the Republic of Poland extending 
the Agreement of August 1, 1985, Concern- 
ing Fisheries Off the Coasts of the United 
States, with annexes and agreed minutes, as 
amended and extended (the 1985 Agree- 
ment). The Agreement, which was effected 
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by an exchange of notes at Warsaw on Feb- 
ruary 5 and August 25, 1997, extends the 
1985 Agreement to December 31, 1999. 

In light of the importance of our fisheries 
relationship with the Republic of Poland, I 
urge that the Congress give favorable consid- 
eration to this Agreement at an early date. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
February 5, 1998. 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Report of the 
Commodity Credit Corporation 
February 5, 1998 


To the Congress of the United States: 

As required by the provisions of section 
13, Public Law 806, 80th Congress (15 
U.S.C. 714k), I transmit herewith the report 
of the Commodity Credit Corporation for fis- 
cal year 1995. 

William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
February 5, 1998. 


Letter to the Chairman and 
Members of the Federal 
Communications Commission on 
Free and Discounted Airtime for 
Campaign Advertising 

February 5, 1998 


Dear : 

In my State of the Union Address I called 
upon the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion (FCC) to act to require media outlets 
to provide candidates with free and dis- 
counted airtime for campaign advertising. 
Free and discounted time will reduce the 
need for more campaign money, and will 
allow candidates to spend less time fundrais- 
ing and more time addressing the concerns 
of our country. 

Spending on congressional campaigns has 
risen six-fold in the last two decades, more 
than three times the rate of inflation, and 
spending on television is the primary reason. 
In 1970 expenditures on television advertis- 
ing in congressional campaigns totaled $50 
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million. In 1996 that number had risen to 
$400 million. The evidence at the beginning 
of this election year is that the cost of media 
spending by candidates for public office will 
continue to spiral upward. We must address 
the reason for the explosion in campaign 
costs. 

The dawning of the digital age of broad- 
casting makes it imperative that we update 
broadcasters’ public interest obligation. 
Broadcasters have been loaned an additional 
channel worth billions of dollars for free. The 
FCC must ensure that broadcasters, given 
the opportunity to benefit from their use of 
a valuable public resource, use this public 
resource to strengthen our democracy. 

Free and discounted television time can 
make our most powerfully effective medium 
a powerful force for expanding democracy in 
the information age. I call upon the Commis- 
sion to develop policies, as soon as possible, 
which ensure that broadcasters provide free 
and discounted airtime for candidates to edu- 
cate voters. 

Sincerely, 


William J. Clinton 


Note: An original was not available for verifica- 
tion of the content of this letter. 


Letter to the Members of the 
Federal Election Commission on 
Campaign Finance Reform 
February 5, 1998 


To the Members of the Federal Election 
Commission: 

I strongly support action to end the soft 
money raised by both political parties. That 
is why last year I asked the Federal Election 
Commission to ban soft money, under its 
current legal authority. I am very pleased that 
your General Counsel has proposed a new 
rule prohibiting national parties from raising 
soft money. Banning soft money fundraising 
by national party committees will enable our 
election laws to catch up with the reality of 
the way elections are financed today, ‘and 
along with new campaign finance reform leg- 
islation, will take significant strides toward 
restoring public confidence in the campaign 
finance process. 
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Now I ask you to step up to your respon- 
sibility and act, within your legal authority, 
to end the soft money system. The American 
people deserve nothing less. 

Sincerely, 


William J. Clinton 


Norte: An original was not available for verifica- 
tion of the content of this letter. 


Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring 
Prime Minister Blair 


February 5, 1998 


Ladies and gentlemen, good evening and 
welcome to the White House. To Prime Min- 
ister and Mrs. Blair, members of the British 
delegation, to all our distinguished guests, let 
me say that the bad news is you have to listen 
to two brief toasts; the good news is it comes 
at the beginning of the dinner. We are de- 
lighted to have all of you here. 

Tonight, in honor of the Prime Minister’s 
visit, I would like to go over some of the 
highlights of the so-called special relationship 
between the United States and Great Britain. 
It began rather early in our history, this spe- 
cial relationship. [Laughter] In 1785 Thomas 
Jefferson, soon to be our first Secretary of 
State, insisted that the United Kingdom was 
an evil empire whose time was running out. 
[Laughter] “The sun of her glory is fast de- 
scending to the horizon,” he said, with 
uncharacteristic myopia. 

In 1814 marauding English soldiers gave 
new meaning to the term “global warming” 
when they torched the White House where 
we sit tonight—[laughter|—along with much 
of the surrounding countryside. My prede- 
cessor James Madison was lucky to escape 
with a very few belongings and a chastened 
view of our defense capabilities. 

But Mr. Prime Minister, we are a forgiving 
people. And we learned a valuable lesson on 
that night in 1814: From now on let’s get 
these guys on our side. That’s been the core 
of our foreign policy ever since. [Laughter] 

When we think over the challenges of the 
20th century, it’s extraordinary what our two 
nations have been through together, decade 
after decade, staring down the darkest 
threats in the history of humankind. We 


would not have survived this turbulent cen- 
tury without the grand alliance joining our 
peoples. Through common values and a com- 
mon language, we have forged an uncommon 
friendship. 

Let me take this opportunity to announce 
that in honor of your visit, the place where 
you and Cherie are staying will now be for- 
ever known as Blair House. [Laughter] 

Tonight, we look forward to a new millen- 
nium and a 2\st century alliance for peace, 
prosperity, and progress. We have a rare 
chance to bring fruition to a century's worth 
of partnership. We can define the new cen- 
tury before it begins, escaping the 20th cen- 
tury’s darkest moments and seizing the new 
century's most brilliant possibilities. We can 
stand together against tyrants. We can help 
peace flourish from Bosnia to Northern Ire- 
land to the Middle East. We can continue 
to open our minds, our hearts, our societies 
to new ideas and new possibilities. 

Mr. Prime Minister, you are breathing new 
life into politics and restoring faith in ancient 
principles of liberty so dear to every citizen 
of your realm. Throughout our history, our 
peoples have reinforced each other in the liv- 
ing classroom of democracy. It is difficult to 
imagine Jefferson, for example, without John 
Locke before him, difficult to imagine Lin- 
coln without knowing that he read Shake- 
speare and Bunyan on the frontier. 

In the new century, we must continue to- 
gether undaunted—in the words of the 
Anglo-American poet W.H. Auden, “never 
beleaguered by negation, always showing an 
affirming flame.” One of our most stubbornly 
affirmative Presidents, Harry Truman, felt 
that way. It’s a rather closely guarded secret 
that this hard-nosed Missourian was shame- 
lessly devoted to 19th century English senti- 
mental poetry. 

When he graduated from high school in 
1901, at the dawn of the new century, Harry 
Truman copied his favorite poem onto a 
piece of paper. Throughout his life, he kept 
it with him, which required him to recopy 
it at least 20 times. Tennyson’s “Locksley 
Hall” may seem an unusual choice, but the 
poem resonated with Truman’s optimistic vi- 
sion of the future, a future that then, as now, 
was limitless. 
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With a new century beginning, “Locksley 
Hall” still holds the promise of a better life 
for those of us glimpsing the new world just 
over the horizon. “For I dipped into the fu- 
ture, far as human eye could see, saw the 
vision of the world and all the wonder that 
could be.” 
that poem. 

Our alliance is strong. Our personal friend- 
ship is strong. It is a pleasure and an honor 
for Hillary and for me to reciprocate the hos- 
pitality that you, Mr. Prime Minister and 
Cherie, showed to us last May. And so I ask 
you all, ladies and gentlemen, to join me in 
raising a glass to my good friend, the Prime 
Minister of Great Britain, to Cherie, and all 
the people who are here with them, who rep- 
resent the best promise of our tomorrows. 


[At this point, the President toasted the Prime 
Minister. | 


Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 9:11 p.m. in the 
State Dining Room at the White House. The tran- 
script made available by the Office of the Press 
Secretary also included the remarks of Prime Min- 
ister Blair. 


The President’s News Conference 
With Prime Minister Blair 


February 6, 1998 


The President. First, let me say that it’s 
been a real pleasure to welcome my friend 
Prime Minister Blair here to W ashington 
with the entire British entourage. It contin- 
ues a great tradition of partnership between 
our nations, anchored by common values, 
driven by common vision, eager to meet the 
challenges of this new age. 

Today we'll pay tribute to that heritage 
with a visit to the FDR Memorial. Earlier 
in this century President Roosevelt and 
Prime Minister Churchill led the community 
of free nations that prevailed in world war. 
Now, on the eve of the 21st century, the 
Prime Minister and I seek to shape the peace 
in a world that is rich with possibility and 
promise but still not free from risk. 

We have a very similar outlook on prepar- 
ing our own countries for the future. And 
if I might just take a moment to talk about 


We must realize the promise of 


the latest economic news, the strategy we are 
both working is to prepare all our people for 
the information age and the global economy. 
Today we have new evidence that that strat- 
egy is working here. In the last month Amer- 
ica had 358,000 new jobs, over one million 
in the last 3 months. We are approaching 
15 million new jobs in the last 5 years with 
the lowest unemployment in 24 years. Wages 
are rising, inflation is low. The role of Gov- 
ernment has changed. We have the smallest 
percentage of these new jobs in the public 
sector and the highest percentage in the pri- 
vate sector in the United States since the 
1920’s. By maintaining fiscal discipline, 
opening more markets, investing more in our 
people, we will continue to expand oppor- 
tunity and promote prosperity. 

We also share a common view of the 
changes that are occurring in the world and 
a belief in the importance of working to- 
gether to harness them to the benefit of our 
people. We've reviewed our progress in 
building an undivided Europe; welcoming 
Hungary, the Czech Republic, and Poland 
into NATO; forging strong relations with the 
new democracies there, including Russia and 
Ukraine; helping the parties in Bosnia to ful- 
fill the requirements of the Dayton peace ac- 
cord. 

Both our nations agree we should take part 
in a follow-on security presence when the 
SFOR mission ends in Bosnia in June. We 
reaffirmed our determination to combat 
modern cross-border threats like terrorism 
and the spread of weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

On Iraq, we stand together. Saddam Hus- 
sein must know that we are determined to 
prevent him from threatening his neighbors 
and the world with weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. The Prime Minister and I would both 
prefer a genuine diplomatic solution. 

The best way to stop Saddam from devel- 
oping an arsenal of nuclear, chemical, and 
biological weapons and the missiles to deliver 
them is to get the inspectors back to work 
with full and free access to all relevant sites. 
But let me be clear: If Saddam does not com- 
ply with the unanimous will of the inter- 
national community, we must be prepared 
to act, and we are. 
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On Libya, 10 years later, we haven't for- 
gotten the victims of the bombing of Pan Am 
103 in the skies over Lockerbie, Scotland, 
or their loved ones. We will not rest until 
Libya complies with the requirements of the 
world community and surrenders for trial in 
the United States or Scotland the two Liby- 
ans accused of that brutal crime. 

We addressed our commitment to advance 
the cause of peace, and I welcome Britain’s 
efforts as President of the European Union 
to spur greater cooperation in the Middle 
East peace process. 

I also commend the Prime Minister for 
his courageous steps in cooperation with the 
Irish Government to promote a climate of 


confidence and hope in Northern Ireland. 
The multiparty talks provide the best chance 
for a real solution to that conflict. I urge all 
the parties to show the vision and the for- 
bearance and the determination to succeed. 
I unequivocally condemn the recent sectar- 
ian killings and beatings and threats. Nothing 


worth having in Northern Ireland can be ac- 
complished through violence. I told the 
Prime Minister that we will continue to do 
all we can to advance the cause of peace, 
and of course, I asked for and received his 
advice in that regard. 

The recent financial crisis in Asia demands 
action from the international community. On 
our increasingly interconnected planet, trou- 
ble in the far end of town can easily become 
a plague in our own neighborhood. We agree 
that every affected nation must take respon- 
sibility for implementing tough reforms and 
that other nations, when they do that, when 
those nations that are affected do their part, 
other nations should support helping them 
through the International Monetary Fund. 

We also looked at ways that we could work 
together to benefit our people at home. As 
President of both the European Union and 
the G-7, the United Kingdom will host two 
important summits in Birmingham this May. 
The Prime Minister has told me he wants 
these summits to take action that really will 
make a difference in our people’s daily lives, 
that lift their horizons and their dreams, step- 
ping up our efforts to combat drug traffick- 
ers, and helping every child to grow up in 
a safe community. 
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Shielding our planet from the threat of 
global warming and bringing our people the 
benefits of a growing economy and a clean 
environment are important to us as well. It’s 
also important that we give our people the 
tools to make the most of their lives through 
world-class education and training; help peo- 
ple to move from welfare to work—and I ap- 
plaud the efforts that the Prime Minister is 
making on that—give them access to the 
wonders of the information age—that’s 
something we talked about yesterday at the 
Montgomery Blair High School in Mary- 
land—and dealing with the question of how 
to provide greater security in the retirement 
years when the baby boom generation re- 
tires. 

We finally know that our two nations must 
continue to work and to lead the world for 
security, prosperity, and peace. In 1942, in 
the midst of the Second World War, Presi- 
dent Roosevelt sent a message to Mr. 
Churchill that said as follows: “When victory 
comes, we shall stand shoulder to shoulder 
in seeking to nourish the great ideals for 
which we fight.” Today, on the verge of a 
new century and a new millennium, that pre- 
diction has proved right. America is proud 
to stand with the United Kingdom and with 
Europe and to work with its leader, Prime 
Minister Tony Blair, to build an even bright- 
er future. 

Thank you, Mr. Prime Minister. The floor 
is yours. 

Prime Minister Blair. Thank you, Mr. 
President. And can I begin by saying how 
grateful we have been for such a wonderful 
and warm welcome here in the United States 
of America. 

As the President has just indicated, we dis- 
cussed obviously a range of different topics. 
At top of the list, of course, was the situation 
in respect to Iraq. And what we agreed was 
that we had to do three things in particular. 
We have first of all to make sure that our 
own public opinion was properly educated 
as to why it’s so essential that the U.N. in- 
spectors are able to do their work, the 
amount of weapons that they have already 
uncovered in the 6 or 7 years that they have 
been doing this task, and why it is therefore 
absolutely essential that Saddam Hussein is 
brought back into line with U.N. Security 





Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Feb. 6 


Council resolutions and the inspectors can 
go about their tasks unhindered. 

We ourselves, a couple of days ago, in Brit- 
ain, published a document where we listed 
precisely all the various weapon finds the in- 
spectors have made. And when you go 
through that list and see all the various at- 
tempts there have been to try and prevent 
the inspectors carrying out their functions, 
then I think people can understand why it 
is so necessary, so important for us to be pre- 
pared to take whatever action is necessary 
to ensure those inspectors can go back in and 
fulfill their tasks. 

Secondly, though, in relation to Iraq, it is 
important that we stress all the time, of 
course we want a diplomatic solution, but it 
must be a diplomatic solution based on and 
fully consistent with the principles that we 
have set out. The question of whether there 
is such a diplomatic solution rests ultimately 
with Saddam Hussein. He has the choice. He 
can bring himself back into compliance with 
the agreements he entered into, and then 
that diplomatic solution can be fulfilled. 

Thirdly, however, we have of course to 
prepare in case diplomacy cannot work. In 
view of the situation, we in Britain have been 
looking at our own military readiness in case 
a diplomatic solution does not in the end 
prove possible. We have decided to base 
eight Tornado GR-] aircraft in Kuwait, with 
the full agreement of the Government of Ku- 
wait. These are ground attack and reconnais- 
sance aircraft. Their deployment is a pre- 
cautionary measure, and it will take place 
over the next few days. 

So all the way through, in respect to Iraq, 
we've agreed that we must educate; we must 
engage in diplomacy; but we also must pre- 
pare. 

In respect of Ireland, I want to place on 
record yet again my thanks to the President 
for all the support he has given us in search- 
ing for a lasting and peaceful political settle- 
ment in Ireland. As I've found when I've ad- 
dressed many Members of Congress, the 
Senate here in Washington, there is tremen- 
dous interest in the United States of America 
in this process, and there is a great, much- 
appreciated willingness on your part to have 
that process succeed. 
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It isn’t going to be easy. These things never 
are. But we do believe that we have the best 
chance that we've had for many generations 
to secure peace. And I wanted to emphasize 
yet again to you our total and complete deter- 
mination and commitment to find a peaceful 
way through. With good will and with proper 
cooperation and with some trust on all sides, 
I think it is possible. 

And I thank the President for his con- 
demnation of those sectarian killings that 
have so disfigured the process over the past 
few weeks. And I say yet again, what we must 
ensure is that those random, brutal, unjusti- 
fied acts of violence perpetrated by a small 
minority must not in the end frustrate the 
wishes of the overwhelming majority of peo- 
ple in Northern Ireland to secure a peaceful 
and stable future for themselves. 

We discussed, of course, the Middle East 
peace process and Bosnia and our commit- 
ment there. We discussed, as the President 
has mentioned a moment ago, the global 
economy, the Asian crisis, and what measures 
we should take in order to ensure that such 
crises are mitigated and do not happen again. 

We also laid out for the President and his 
colleagues our strategy as President of the 
European Union, our commitment to ensure 
that monetary union is successfully launched, 
our commitment to the enlargement process 
bringing into the European Union those 
countries in Eastern Europe and elsewhere. 

And we discussed as well, and agreed, that 
it was important that Europe strengthened 
its relationship with Turkey and that we build 
a strong relationship with Turkey—between 
Turkey and the European Union for the fu- 
ture. 

As good and interesting as anything else 
has been also the possibility of exchanging 
ideas, ideas about how government meets the 
economic and social and political challenges 
of the future. As I said in my speech this 
morning at the breakfast hosted by the Vice 
President, there is a new Britain being 
shaped today. It is a Britain of confidence, 
dynamism; it is a Britain that is proud of its 
past but is not living in it and is shaping a 
future of which we can be proud also. And 
I think in exchanging ideas and in seeing how 
much there are common themes and com- 
mon ideas for government between us, we 
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can gain strength in Britain and the United 
States from that partnership and relationship. 

Finally, I would like to say personally how 
tremendously grateful I’ve been, as I say, not 
merely for the warmth of the welcome ex- 
tended to us here but for the great comrade- 
ship and partnership between the United 
States of America and Great Britain that I 
know will strengthen and strengthen ever- 
more in the future. 

Thank you. 

The President. Thank you. Now, here’s 
what we’re going to do. We're going to alter- 
nate; so I'll call on an American journalist, 
and the Prime Minister will call on a British 
journalist. Of course, you’re free to ask 
whomever whatever you please. 

Helen [Helen Thomas, United Press 
International]. 


Witnesses in Independent Counsel’s 
Investigation 


Q. Mr. President, despite the ongoing in- 
vestigation, you've felt no constraint in saying 
what your relationship with Monica 
Lewinsky is not, was not. So it seems by logic 
that you ought to be able to say here and 
now what was your relationship. Her lawyer 
says—called it “colleagues”; is that an apt de- 
scription? 

The President. Well, let me first of all 
say, once again, I never asked anybody to 
do anything but tell the truth. I know about 
the stories today. I was pleased that Ms. Cur- 
rie’s lawyers stated unambiguously this 
morning—unambiguously—that she’s not 
aware of any unethical conduct. 

But this investigation is going on, and you 
know what the rules for it are. And I just 
think as long as it is going on, I should not 
comment on specific questions, because 
there’s one, then there’s another, then there’s 
another. It’s better to let the investigation go 
on and have me do my job and focus on my 
public responsibilities, and let this thing play 
out its course. That’s what I think I should 
do, and that’s what I intend to do. 

Q. Why leave people in the dark? 

The President. Well, | am honoring the 
rules of the investigation. And if someone 
else is leaking unlawfully out of the grand 
jury proceeding, that is a different story. I 
am going to do—I have told the American 
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people what I think is essential for them to 
know about this and what I believe they want 
to know. What I’m doing is going on with 
my work and cooperating with the investiga- 
tion. And I do not believe I should answer 
specific questions. I don’t think that’s the 
right thing to do now. 

Prime Minister Blair. Michael {Michael 
Brunson, Independent Television Network]. 


Public Responsibilities 

Q. Is it not time, though, to drop the pre- 
tense that this is simply business as usual? 
Have we not seen with the allegations that 
surrounded the British Foreign Secretary but 
to a much greater degree yourself, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that this does affect the conduct of pub- 
lic business? And far from dodging the point, 
as you did, Prime Minister, yesterday, when 
you were asked about the private lives of 
public figures, should you not both be saying 
that the public have the right to expect the 
very highest standard in the private lives of 
public politicians? 

Prime Minister Blair. Well, Michael, I 
hope we do that, but what I would say to 
you is that what is essential is that we focus 
on the issues that we were elected to focus 
upon. And in the discussions that we have 
had over this past 2 days, we’ve been focusing 
on issues like Iraq, where we are considering 
if diplomatic solutions fail taking military ac- 
tion. We've been focusing on the peace proc- 
ess in Northern Ireland that gives the chance 
for the first time in generations, after cen- 
turies of conflict, for people to find a way 
through. We've been focusing on the prob- 
lems of the world economy, that if they're 
not tackled could have a serious impact on 
the living standards of people here and peo- 
ple in Britain, as well as people out in Asia. 

These are the important questions for me, 
schools, hospitals, crime, living standards, 
jobs that people want us to focus upon. And 
I believe that it is absolutely essential that 
we stay focused upon those things and that 
we deliver for our people what we were 
elected to deliver. Now, that is what I intend 
to do, and I think that that is, in the end, 
what the British people would expect me to 
do. 

The President. Terry [Terence Hunt, As- 
sociated Press]. 
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Situation in Iraq 


Q. Mr. President, switching to Iraq, the 
Prime Minister said that you had to educate 
the public about Iraq. But I think the Amer- 
ican public is largely in the dark about what 
to expect about a military attack on Iraq. Are 
you talking about something that lasts a day 
or two, or something that lasts for weeks or 
months? And on a diplomatic note, you've 
got France and China and Russia opposing 
this. Boris Yeltsin says that it could lead to 
world war III. What gives Britain and the 
United States the right to go it alone on this? 

The President. Well, you asked about five 
questions there in one. Let me try to unpé ack 
it. First of all, the most important thing, the 
best thing that could be done, what we hope 
will happen, is that there will be a diplomatic 
solution to this which will result in the in- 
spection teams from the United Nations 
being able to return and have unfettered ac- 
cess to the appropriate sites, because—the 
Prime Minister I think put out a paper just 
a couple of days ago pointing out the incred- 
ible work that’s been done by the inspection 
teams. That’s the best thing. 

Now, whether there is a diplomatic solu- 
tion or not is entirely up to Saddam Hussein. 
If he decides that he wants to continue to 
have the freedom to rebuild his weapons pro- 
gram, then I believe that the clear mandate 
for the world community, based on not only 
the resolutions of the United Nations but the 
danger this would present to the interest and 


values of the United States, the people of 


Great Britain, the people of the region, is 
to do what we can to weaken his ability to 
develop those weapons of mass destruction 
and visit them on his neighbors. 

You know I never discuss operational 
plans. I wouldn’t do that. I think the impor- 
tant thing is that you know that I don’t want 
this. Nobody wants this. We want a diplo- 
matic solution. It’s up to him. 

The second thing I would say is, the Sec- 
retary of State has been working very hard 
in the last several days, has traveled, as you 
know, widely. I have been on the phone a 
lot. I believe there is more agreement than 
at first it appears about the necessity to push 
this thing through to the end. 

And I will continue to talk with President 
Yeltsin and President Chirac and others, but 
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consider the alternative. After all, this man 
is the only repeat offender around with 
chemical weapons. He used them on his own 
people. He used them on the Iranians. And 
I believe it’s a very serious thing. And I think 
that the American people will understand 
that. 

Q. World war, as President Yeltsin said? 

The President. | don’t understand what 
chain of circumstances would lead to that de- 
velopment. I don’t believe that will happen. 

Prime Minister Blair. Peter [Peter 
Riddell, London Times]. 

Q. On Iraq, you said we need to educate, 
Prime Minister. It isn’t entirely clear what 
the objective of military action would be. Is 
it intended as a punishment for Saddam Hus- 
sein? Is it intended as a substitute for the 
work of the weapons inspectors to strike? Or 
would it continue until Saddam said, “All 
right, I'll let them in.” And also you’ve an- 
nounced the deployment of some aircraft. Is 
there any intention to deploy ground troops 
at all, British ground troops? 

Prime Minister Blair. No, the deploy- 
ment that we have made is the deployment 
that I have described of the aircraft. And in 
respect to the objectives, well, the objectives 
are very clear. That is to ensure either that 
the weapons inspectors can come in and fin- 
ish their task or that the capability that Sad- 
dam Hussein undoubtedly has and wants to 
develop for weapons of mass destruction is 
taken out. And it is absolutely essential that 
what we do is focus upon the best way pos- 
sible that we can do that. 

Now obviously, as the President was saying 
a moment or two ago, it is not sensible or 
serious to start discussing the details of the 
military options available to us. But the pur- 
pose of this the whole way through, the rea- 
son we are in this situation, is because he 
has been developing weapons of mass de- 
struction. The only barrier to that has been 
the inspectors. If the inspectors are pre- 
vented from doing their work, then we have 
to make sure by the military means of which 
we are C capable that, insofar as possible, that 

capacity ceases. And that is the objective. 
And it’s an objective that I think is fully in 
line, as I say, with the original agreements 
under which Saddam Hussein undertook— 
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remember, he agreed—he undertook to de- 
stroy any weapons of mass destruction capa- 
bility, whether nuclear, chemical, or biologi- 
cal. Now, he’s in breach of that. We've got 
to make sure that he complies one way or 
another with it. 

The President. Larry [Larry McQuillen, 
Reuters]. 


Independent Counsel’s Investigation 


Q. Mr. President, just to go back to the 
controversy that’s been surrounding you late- 
ly. There have been various reports that in 
some ways have come to be accepted as fact. 
And I just want to give you an opportunity. 
One of them is that in sworn testimony to 
the lawyers for Paula Jones, that you changed 
your version of your relationship with 
Gennifer Flowers. And I just wondered if 
you can tell us. I mean, do you 

The President. Let me just say this, again, 
even though the judge’s order has been rou- 
tinely violated by the other side in the case, 
the judge has issued strict orders in the case 
that covers everybody, including me, not to 
discuss it. I can tell you this, and I’m con- 
fident as this thing plays out it will become 
more apparent in the future, if you go back— 
I told the truth in my deposition, with regard 
to that issue, and I also did in 1992 when 
I did the interview, which I think was rerun 
the other night—the interview that Hillary 
and I did on “60 Minutes.” 

You just have to know that, and I think 
it will become apparent as this case plays 
itself out that I did in fact do that, but I 
am not going to discuss that. The judge has 
given us strict orders not to discuss anything 
related to that case. The other side has vio- 
lated it on a regular basis. I don’t intend to 
do that; I’m just not going to do it. 

Prime Minister Blair. John [John Sopel, 
British Broadcasting Corporation]. 


Situation in Iraq 


Q. Prime Minister, Mr. President, is it pos- 
sible for you to launch an attack if you don’t 
have on board the French, the Russians, the 
Chinese? 

Prime Minister Blair. | think, John, you 
have to distinguish very carefully between 
what of course are, I accept, varying degrees 
of enthusiasm or commitment for the mili- 
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tary option, with the complete unanimity 
there is in the world community that Saddam 
Hussein has to comply with the resolutions 
and that his capacity to develop weapons of 
mass destruction must be halted. 

Now, it is difficult for us to see—and for 
me to see, quite frankly—that if you take that 
as the position, how diplomacy, unless it is 
backed up at least by the threat of force, is 
ever going to work and succeed. But it would 
be wrong, I think, to think that either, for 
example, our French or our Russian col- 
leagues were not absolutely insistent that 
Saddam Hussein comply with these resolu- 
tions, and they are making diplomatic efforts 
in order to ensure that that happens. I wish 
those efforts well, provided they are fully 
consistent with the principles that have been 
set out. 

It is just that we take the view—and I think 
experience teaches us that this is the only 
realistic view of Saddam Hussein—that un- 
less you back up whatever diplomatic initia- 
tives you're taking with saying quite clearly, 
“Well, if diplomacy doesn’t work, the option 
of force is there,” then those diplomatic ini- 
tiatives are unlikely to succeed. But it’s im- 
portant that we realize that it is in that area 
that any difference lies, not in the insistence 
of the world community that he must come 
into line with those U.N. resolutions. 

The President. Peter [Peter Maer, NBC 
Mutual Radio]. 


Independent Counsel’s Investigation 


Q. Mr. President, your spokesman this 
morning described to us, in his words, a very 
dangerous environment following these al- 
leged leaks. What’s your own assessment of 
the legal atmosphere? And we understand 
that your attorneys are planning to take some 
action about this. What action do they intend 
to take? 

The President. | think you should talk to 
them. I don’t want to comment on what 
they're going to do. They’re fully capable of 
speaking for themselves and for me in this 
case. 

Q. And your comment, sir, on the effect 
of the leaks? 

The President. | don’t have anything to 
add to what has already been said about that. 
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Prime Minister Blair. Bill (Bill Murphy, 
Press Association]. 


Clinton-Blair Relationship 


Q. Can I ask the Prime Minister, you could 
have come here and simply talked about seri- 
ous politics, but some people are being struck 
by the warmth of the personal statements of 
support that you've given to the President. 
Could I ask, have you ever considered that 
that might be a politically risky strategy? And 
could I ask the President, have you appre- 
ciated those comments from Mr. Blair? 

Prime Minister Blair. To be quite hon- 
est, Bill, I’ve said it because I believed it and 
because I think it is the right thing to do. 
And I’ve worked with President Clinton now 
for some 9 months as British Prime Minister. 
I have found him, throughout, someone I 
could trust, someone I could rely upon, 
someone I am proud to call not just a col- 
league but a friend. And in the end, you ei- 
ther decide in politics, when you're asked 
about people, you’re going to say how you 
actually feel or you’re going to make a whole 
series of calculations. And my belief is that 
the right thing to say is what you feel. 

And I happen to think, whether this is my 
place to say it or not, that if you look at the 
American economy, if you look at the respect 
with which America is held right around the 
world today, if you look at the standing and 
authority of the President, it’s a pretty im- 
pressive record for anyone. 

The President. You ask do | appreciate 
itP No, I—{laughter|—he should have come 
here and jumped all over me. [Laughter] 

Prime Minister Blair. Do you want me 
to come back in now? [Laughter] 

The President. Of course I do. But you 
know, I think it’s also a testament about— 
there’s been—a lot of people bandy about 
the word “character” in sometimes loose and 
uncertain contexts. I think, the people who 
stand up and say things that they believe, 
when it would be just as easy to walk away, 
show a certain kind of character that I think 
is essential in a public leader. And I’m very 
gratified that Tony Blair has done that, not 
only for personal reasons but because I think 
it will strengthen his authority as a world 
leader. 
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Yes, go ahead, Mike [Mike Frisby, Wall 
Street Journal]. 


Possibility of Resignation 

Q. Mr. President, all these questions about 
your personal life have to be painful for you 
and your family. At what point do you con- 
sider that it’s just not worth it, and do you 
consider resigning from office? [Laughter] 

The President. Never. You know, I was 
elected to do a job. I think the American 
people know two or three things about me 
now that they didn’t know the first time this 
kind of effort was made against me. I think 
they know that I care very much about them, 
that I care about ordinary people whose 
voices aren’t often heard here. And I think 
they know I have worked very, very hard for 
them. And I think they know now, more 
often than not, the ideas I had and the things 
I fought for turned out to be right in terms 
of the consequences for the American peo- 
ple. I think they know all that. 

And I’m just going to keep showing up for 
work. I’m going to do what I was hired to 
do. And I’m going to try to keep getting good 
results for them. The pain threshold, at least 
for our side, being in public life today has 
been raised. But to give into that would be 
to give into everything that I’ve fought 
against and what got me into this race in 
1991, to try to run for President in the first 
place. 

I have tried to bring an end to this sort 
of thing in our public life. I’ve tried to bring 
the American people together. I’ve tried to 
depersonalize politics and take the venom 
out of it. And the harder I’ve tried to do it, 
the harder others have pulled in the other 
direction. That doesn’t mean I’m wrong. And 
I would never walk away from the people 
of this country and the trust they've placed 
in me. 

Prime Minister Blair. Robert [Robert 
Peston, Financial Times]. 


United Kingdom Domestic Reforms 


Q. This morning you said that the U.K 
faced two painful years. Could you expand 
on what you meant by that? 

Prime Minister Blair. Yes. As I was say- 
ing to people this morning, I mean, there 
are some very tough decisions that we have 
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had to take in order to deal both with the 
structural budget deficit with the inflation 
that was back in the system that we inherited 
when we came to power, and with an edu- 
cational and welfare system that, frankly, is 
just nowhere near where it needs to be for 
the 21st century. And making those changes 
is going to be tough. 

Welfare reform isn’t going to be easy. It 
will be unpopular in certain quarters. Taking 
the measures to cure the budget deficit has 
been hard when people want more money 
spent or more public services. And we're say- 
ing, “Look, we can’t go on. We'd have a high- 
er level—debt levels and borrowing; we've 
got to act.” So we've taken the action on in- 
terest rates and giving the Bank of England 
independence. We've cut the structural defi- 
cit. A balanced budget is something we'll be 
able to talk about on the other side of the 
water as well, in a few years’ time. 

We're putting through a massive program 
of reform on education and welfare. But it 
will be tough, and it will take us some time 
to get it through. But as I said this morning, 
I am an unashamed long-termist. I believe 
in making sure that the decisions that we take 
aren't based on the next day’s headlines but 
are based on where we really want the coun- 
try to be come years down the line. 

And particularly when we're facing such 
enormous global economic challenges, we 
can’t afford either to lose a grip on monetary 
or fiscal prudence or to leave our education 
and welfare system in the state they’re in. 
So, yes, it will be tough, but it will be worth 
it in the end. 

The President. Let me just make one 
comment to support something the Prime 
Minister just said, when he said he was an 
unashamed long-termist. In a funny way, 
when societies change as fast and as much 
as our societies are changing today, when the 
pace of events and their variety make it more 
difficult to predict what will happen next 
week or next month, it is even more impor- 
tant to be oriented toward the long term, be- 
cause you have to figure that, if you lay in 
a structure of opportunity for a free people, 
they'll get it right and they'll overcome all 
these unpredictable deve ‘lopments in the 
meanwhile. That’s why I think the approach 
that he has taken is so wise and so right, not 
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only for Great Britain but for any other coun 
try as well. 

Yes, Mara [Mara Liasson, National Public 
Radio]. Go ahead. 


Right Wing Conspiracy 

Q. I’m wondering if you could elaborate 
on something that the First Lady said re- 
cently about a right wing conspiracy who's 
working against you. Could you explain how 
that conspiracy works? And specifically, are 
Linda Tripp, Ken Starr, and Monica 
Lewinsky part of that conspiracy? 

The President. Now, you know I’ve 
known her a long time, the First Lady, and 
she’s very smart. And she’s hardly ever wrong 
about anything. [Laughter] But I don’t be- 
lieve I should amplify on her observation in 
this case. 

Q. Do you agree with her? 

Prime Minister Blair. 
[Adam Boulton, SKY News]. 


Yeah, Adam 


Personal Integrity and Public 
Responsibility 

Q. One of your common shared themes 
you keep on te ling \ your voters is this matter 
of their rights go with responsibilities. Now, 
you, as elected leaders, have extraordinary 
rights and privileges, yet you seem to be say- 
ing that there’s no extension of responsibil- 
ities as far as personal integrity is concerned. 
Is that what you're really saying: If you're 
delivering on the job, the big picture, it 
doesn’t matter what you get up to in your 
private life? 

Prime Minister Blair. No, nobody is say- 
ing that you don’t have obligations of per- 
sonal integrity. Of course that’s right. But 
what we are trying to say to you is the respon- 
sibilities with which we were asked by our 
people to discharge, those responsibilities are 
in the issues where we can affect them as 
leaders of the country. 

If you go to Britain today and you talk to 
the British people—and I do ask—it just 
could be that sometimes you guys in the 
media are not in exactly the same place as 
a lot of public opinion in terms of the prior- 
ities people have. But if you go out there 
and you talk to British people and you say, 
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“What do you want this new Labour govern- 

ment to do,” they will talk to you about en- 
suring we don’t have boom and bust but that 
we have steadily rising living standards. 
They'll talk about job security. They'll talk 
about the state of their schools. They'll talk 
about the national health service. They’ ll talk 
about the welfare system and the crime in 
their streets. They'll talk about security in old 
age. They will talk about these things, and 
they will care about these things. And they 
will expect us to deliver those responsibil- 
ities. And of course, it’s a great privilege for 
us to occupy the positions that we do. But 
in the end, the judgment that the people 
make of us is a judgment based on what we 
said that we would do and whether we ful- 
filled the promises that we made. And that’s 
certainly what we intend to do. 

And I do think also that people understand 
and want political leadership that addresses 
these fundamental questions in a way that 
means something to them. When I was at 
the Montgomery Blair High School yesterday 
with the President and the President got up 
and addressed the young men and women 
and the teachers and staff and the parents 
that were there and started going through 
the education program that he was unveiling 
and had formed part of the State of the 
Union Address and everything, some of those 
things in terms of class sizes and new tech- 
nology in the schools were very familiar to 
the British contingent here as things that 
we're trying to do in Britain. 

I mean, the enthusiasm and the delight 
with which those things were greeted, be- 
cause those people knew that in the end 
that’s what they elected their President to 
do; that’s what they elected me to do. And 
those are the things that they want from us, 
and we've got to make sure, all the time, that 
we're focusing on that big picture. And you 
know, whatever other issues come along and 
distract us, in the end, the judgment of his- 
tory upon us will be pretty poor if those 
weren't the things that when we go to bed 
at night we’re thinking about, those weren’t 
the things that we’re worried about and con- 
cerned about throughout the entirety of our 
society, because those are the things which 
really make a difference to their lives. 


The President. Go ahead, 
Blitzer, Cable News Network]. 


Wolf [Wolf 


Monica Lewinsky 


Q. Mr. President, Monica Lewinsky’s life 
has been changed forever. Her family’s life 
has been changed forever. I wonder how you 
feel about that and what, if anything, you'd 
like to say to Monica Lewinsky at this minute. 

The President. That’s good. [Laughter] 


That’s good. But at this minute, I am going 
to stick with my position of not commenting. 


U.S. Aircraft Accident in Italy 

Q. While relations with—between Britain 
and the United States appear to be splendid 
right now, there is a darkening cloud over 
the relations with Italy. The Prime Minister, 
the President, the Defense Minister has 
issued some very harsh statements about the 
accident the other day when a low-flying ma- 
rine plane severed a cable and the car fell. 
There’s a lot of anger. Some people in Italy 
are even asking for the closing of the Aviano 
base. What do you have to say to them? 

The President. Well, first of all, what hap- 
pened was horrible. And when I heard about 

I was very shaken. As you know, there 
was a period of a few hours there where it 
wasn’t clear how many people had died and 
where there was another whole gondola sus- 
pended, where many more people could 
have died, and thank God they were rescued. 
The whole thing has been an agony for the 
people of Italy—there were a substantial 
number of Germans killed—and, I’m sure, 
for the pilot of the plane and the people in 
our military base in Aviano, where I have 
been on more than one occasion. 

I can tell you what I think would be done. 
I called Prime Minister Prodi, and I told him 
that I was heartsick about it, that I would 
make absolutely sure there was a no-holds- 
barred full investigation of what happened, 
that the Italians would be kept fully informed 
and be a part of it, and that we would work 
with them in every way possible to make sure 
that they knew that we tried to get to the 
bottom of it and to handle it in the appro- 
priate way. 

You know, in our military every year—I 
say this to the American people all the time, 
but let me just say this. It is an inherently 
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dangerous business. Now, we don’t know 
what the facts are here; maybe somebody 
made a careless mistake. We don’t know. I 
do not know what the facts are, and I will 
not render judgment until I do. But we lose 
about 200 people every year in military serv- 
ice in America on training exercise or other- 
wise on duty. And those planes fly very fast. 
And I don’t know what the description of 
the mission was. I want to wait until I see 
exactly what the facts are. But we—it is in- 
herently more dangerous than I think we 
think from time to time. 

Now, I told the Prime Minister of Italy, 
and I'll tell you: I will do everything I can 
to find out exactly what happened and take 
appropriate action and to satisfy the people 
of Italy that we have done the right thing. 
I understand why they are hurt and heart- 
broken and angry. And they are entitled to 
answers, and we'll try to give them to them. 

Go ahead, the gentleman in the back. I 


promised one more. Last question, go ahead. 


Situation in Iraq 


Q. Mr. President, do you believe that air 
strikes alone are going to remove the threat 
of biological, chemical, and nuclear weapons 
from Saddam Hussein? Is that a fair thing 
to expect from military action, should push 
come to shove in the Gulf? 

The President. Well, there have been 
many thoughtful public pieces—a lot of very 
thoughtful articles which have been written 
about the limits, as well as the possibilities, 
of any kind of military action. I think the pre- 
cise question should be—that I should have 
to ask and answer—is could any military ac- 
tion, if all else fails, substantially reduce or 
delay Saddam Hussein’s capacity to develop 
weapons of mass destruction and to deliver 
them on his neighbors. The answer to that, 
I am convinced, is yes. I am convinced there 
is a yes answer there. 

But you have to understand that those are 
the criteria for me. I’ve told you before, I 
don’t believe we need to refight the Gulf war. 
It’s history. It happened. That’s the way it 
is. | don’t believe we need to get into a direct 
war with Iraq over the leadership of the 
country. Do I think the country would be 
better served if it had a different leader? Of 
course, I do. That’s not the issue. 


The issue is that very sharp question, if 
the inspection regime is dead and therefore 
we cannot continue to make progress on get- 
ting the stuff out of there in the first place, 
and then—keep in mind there are two things 
about this regime. There’s the progress on 
getting the stuff out of there in the first place, 
and then there is the monitoring system, 
which enables people on a regular basis to 
go back to high-probability sites to make sure 
nothing is happening to rebuild it. 

So if that is dead, is there an option which 
would permit us to reduce and/or delay his 
capacity to bring those weapons up and to 
deliver them? I think the answer to that is 
yes, there is an option that would permit that. 

Do you want to ask one more question? 


Personal Integrity and Public 
Responsibility 

Q. Prime Minister, as a man who under- 
stands the pressures of public life and also 
a friend and a religious man, I wonder what 
words of advice and support and comfort and 
sympathy you might have been able to offer 
personally to the President during these dif- 
ficult times when he’s under investigation? 

Prime Minister Blair. That’s what, in the 
British media, is called a helpful question. 
If I can—I don’t presume to give advice at 
all. All I think that is important, which is what 
we have managed to do, is to discuss the 
issues that we set out and listed for you. And 
as I say, I think we would be pretty much 
failing in our duty if we weren’t to do that. 
And I've actually noticed since I've been here 
and I’ve talked to many people here, that 
there is, of course, huge concern at the mo- 
ment at what is happening in Iraq; there’s 
huge interest in Britain, in the new govern- 
ment, and what we're trying to do in North- 
ern Ireland. And, you know, I think the best 
thing is for us to concentrate upon those 
issues for the very reasons I’ve given, that 
that’s what we were elected to do, and that’s 
what I intend to do. And that’s what Presi- 
dent Clinton is doing, and I think he’s quite 
right. 

The President. Thank you. 


NoTE: The President’s 155th news conference 
began at 11:08 a.m. in the East Room at the White 
House. 
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Statement on the United States- 
Mexico Binational Drug Strategy 


February 6, 1998 


I welcome the release today, with the Gov- 
ernment of Mexico, of the U.S.-Mexico Bina- 
tional Drug Strategy. This strategy lays out 
the concrete actions our two governments 
will take to fulfill the 16 goals set out in our 
Alliance Against Drugs, including disman- 
tling the criminal organizations that purvey 
these poisons, sustaining our success in re- 
ducing drug demand, and removing obstacles 
to even closer law enforcement cooperation 
with Mexico. 

This strategy is guided by the principle 
that drug trafficking and drug abuse are 
shared international ‘eee and that we can 
only defeat them by acting in common, with 
our other international partners. Our com- 
mon efforts will uphold the sovereignty and 
rule of law which drug trafficking organiza- 
tions seek to erode. 

We are making great progress in the fight 
against drugs, but we cannot let up our ef- 
forts now. The fiscal year 1999 budget I _ 
posed contains an increase of nearly $500 
million, to over $5.8 billion for drug demand 
reduction, the largest total ever. I have also 
asked Congress to fund an additional 1,000 
law enforcement officers for our borders, so 
we can slam the door on drugs where they 
enter. Working with Mexico and our other 
partners in the hemisphere, we are develop- 
ing new ways to strengthen multilateral ef- 
forts against drugs, to promote the synergies 
that can bolster our success. 

The test of this strategy will be its results. 
I am pleased that the U.S.-Mexico High 
Level Contact Group Against Drugs, chaired 
on our side by General Barry McCaffrey, is 
proceeding immediately to develop agreed 
measures of performance that will tell us if 
and how well our strategy is succeeding, and 
how to continue strengthening our counter- 
narcotics partnership with Mexico. 


223 
Statement on Signing Legislation 
Designating “Ronald Reagan 
Washington National Airport” 
February 6, 1998 


Today I have signed into law S. 1575, a 
bill passed to change the name of the Wash- 
ington National Airport to the Ronald 
Reagan Washington National Airport. As the 
Nation celebrates President Reagan’s 87th 
birthday, we wish him and his family well. 
He is in our thoughts and prayers. 


Note: S. 1575, approved February 6, was as- 
signed Public Law No. 105-154. 
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The following list includes the President's public 
schedule and other items of general interest an- 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 





February 2 

In the morning, the President returned to 
Washington, DC, from Camp David, MD. 
Later, he had a telephone conversation with 
President Boris Yeltsin of Russia concerning 
the situation in Iraq. 

In the afternoon, the President attended 
a meeting in National Security Director Sam- 
uel Berger’s office with Rev. Don Argue, 
president, National Association of 
Evangelicals; Archbishop Theodore 
McCarrick, Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Newark; and Rabbi Arthur Schneier, presi- 
dent, Appeal of Conscience, to discuss their 
upcoming visit to China from February 9 to 
March 3 to observe the state of religious free- 
dom in that country. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Eligah Dane Clark to be Chairman 
of the Board of Veterans’ Appeals at the De- 
partment of Veterans Affairs. 





294 


The President announced his intention to 
appoint Carl S$. Whillock and Dr. I. Miley 
Gonzalez as members of the Rural Tele- 


phone Bank Board. 


February 3 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Los Alamos, NM, and in the afternoon, he 
traveled to Albuquerque, NM. In_ the 
evening, he returned to Washington, DC, ar- 
riving after midnight. 

The President had a telephone conversa- 


tion with Prime Minister Romano Prodi of 


Italy to express condolences to the families 
of those killed in the U.S. 
in Italy. 


aircraft accident 


February 4 

In the morning, the President had a tele- 
phone conversation with Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl of Germany to express condolences to 
the families of the German citizens killed in 
the U.S. aircraft accident in Italy. 

In the afternoon, the President and Prime 
Minister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom 
traveled to Silver Spring, MD. Later, they 
returned to Washington, DC 

The the First Lady an- 
nounced that the first Millennium Evening 
at the White House will be held on February 
11 in the East Room. 


President and 


February 5 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Keith Kelly to be a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Commodity Credit 
Corporation. 

The President announced his intention to 
Robert A. Miller to serve as a 
member of the Board of Directors of the 
State Justice Institute 


nominate 


February 6 

In the evening, the President, Hillary Clin- 
ton, Prime Minister Blair, and Cherie Blair, 
went to Camp David, MD 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 


The following list does not include promotions of 


members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For- 
eign Service officers 
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Submitted February 2 


Gus A. Owen, 

of California, to be a member of the Surface 
Transportation Board for a term expiring De- 
cember 31, 2002 | reappointment). 


Submitted February 5 


Eligah Dane Clark, 

of Alabama, to be Chairman of the Board 
of Veterans’ Appeals for a term of 6 years, 
vice Charles L. Cragin. 


Keith C. Kelly, 

of Arizona, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Commodity Credit Cor- 
poration, vice Grant Buntrock. 


Robert A. Miller, 

of South Dakota, to be a member of the 
Board of Directors of the State Justice Insti- 
tute for a term expiring September 17, 2000, 
vice David Allen Brock, term expired 
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Other White House Announcements 





Released February 2 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 


Statement by the Press Secretary on the up- 


coming visit of American religious leaders to 
China 


Transcript of remarks by Vice President Al 
Gore on 1999 
budget 


submission of the Federal 


Transcript of a press briefing by National 
Economic Council Director Gene Sperling, 
Council of Economic Advisers Chair Janet 
Yellen, Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin, 
and Office of Management and Budget Di- 
rector Franklin Raines on the 1999 Federal 
budget 
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Transcript of a press briefing by NSC De- 
fense Policy and Arms Control Senior Direc- 
tor Robert Bell on the Comprehensive Test 
Ban Treaty 


Released February 4 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 

Released February 5 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved February 6 


S. 1575 / Public Law 105-154 

To rename the Washington National Airport 
located in the District of Columbia and Vir- 
ginia as the “Ronald Reagan Washington Na- 
tional Airport” 
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